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The goal of this project, which consisted, so far, of two workshops (4-5 March 2017 and 28 

February-2 March 2018)—supported by a 2020 grant, GENS, the Holocaust Resource Center, 

and ARHU—is to discuss and examine the history and experiences of Black Americans in 

relation to new issues and questions in the study of modern genocide and mass violence, 

particularly race and racism; slavery, segregation, and mass incarceration; and sexual violence, 

reproductive violence, and social destruction. The Matter of Black Lives, therefore, places 

systematic violence against Blacks as a central element of United States history. The relevance 

of these topics for students in the United States cannot be overstated, and there is much research 

and educational potential in the intersection of these two fields. Indeed, significant collaborations 

both within and outside of Stockton have emerged through this project. As the attached programs 

of the two workshops show, colleagues at Stockton from the programs in Sociology and 

Anthropology, Criminal Justice, Literature, Economics, Communications, and Africana Studies 

have participated in the project. And a number of prominent scholars from outside of Stockton 

have become our partners, including Nan Woodruff from Pennsylvania State University, Susan 

O’Donovan from the University of Memphis, and Alfred Frankowski from Southern Illinois 

University in Carbondale.  

 

Furthermore, the project create

allowed us to take our work to the public and hold the closing event of the 2

nd workshop at his 

church. This adds to the growing presence of Stockton in Atlantic City and its role in creating 

meaningful interface between academia and the public sphere. The project thus strengthens 

“Stockton’s comprehensive diversity and inclusion efforts,” as stipulated by the mission of the 

Office of Institutional Diversity and Equity, and contributes to Stockton’s 2020 Strategic 

Initiatives, particularly with regard to Engagement. This engagement, in turn, strengthens 
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teaching on campus. For example, many of the Stockton faculty who participated in the 2nd 

workshop have expressed interest in inviting Tamu Lane from the Women’s Center in Linwood 

to talk in their classes about ways to confront and stop sexual violence within communities.  

 

Moving forward, Stockton faculty who have become partners in this project—specifically, Dr. 

Christina Jackson, Dr. Donnetrice Allison, Dr. Jess Bonnan-White, and myself—plan to build on 

the public engagement that the project has created in order to attract to Stockton not only 

professionals and activists like Tamu Lane but also Black students from Atlantic City and its 

area. Specifically, we aim to increase the number of Black students at Stockton by expanding 

considerably the Dual Credit Program in African-American History in collaboration with the 

newly developed major in Africana Studies, coordinated by Dr. Allison. Establishing this 

program in schools in Atlantic City and Pleasantville is particularly important now, with the 

opening of the new Atlantic City campus of Stockton in fall 2018. The Matter of Black Lives 

project would thus contribute to an increase in engagement that, in turn, diversifies the 

university—its student body and the intellectual experience it 
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