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S T O C K T O N  U N I V E R S I T Y

• Dr. Harvey Kesselman to Remain Acting 
   President at Request of Board of
   Trustees

• LIGHT Hosts Seventh Annual Jersey
   Shorecast at Carnegie Center

• Hughes Center Looks at Impact of
   Geography on Economic Opportunity

• Five SOBL Faculty Honored for More
   Than 200 Years of Service

• Marianne Larsen of Development/
   Alumni Welcomes First Grandchild

• Construction Corner: Area Between
   Lakeside Lane, Lot 1 Closed

IN THIS ISSUEDr. Harvey Kesselman to Remain Acting

Dr. Harvey Kesselman has agreed to a request by the Board of Trustees that he 
remain as Acting President of Stockton University, providing continuity and valu-
able leadership while the University resolves challenges which have thwarted 

Stockton moving forward on all fronts.”

Below are excerpts from a joint press release sent out from the New Jersey Senate Democrats and Senate Republicans: 

•	 Senate President Steve Sweeney, Senator Jim Whelan and Senator Christopher Connors [Wednesday, May 21, 2015] all 
praised the agreement to have Dr. Harvey Kesselman remain Acting President of Stockton University.

•	 “Dr. Kesselman has the experience, the skills and the commitment to educational excellence that will enable him to 
provide Stockton with the leadership needed to meet the university’s challenges and continue its progress,” said Senator 
Sweeney. “He possesses an entrepreneurial spirit and a thorough knowledge of the school’s assets. He will provide top 
leadership at one of New Jersey’s great universities.”

•	 “Stockton’s importance to the region has grown over the years with key contributions in education, the economy and 
the quality of life,” said Senator Whelan. “He has a complete knowledge of the school and the region and he has demon-
strated an ability to work well with the entire university community. And his energy and enthusiasm are a positive 
influence on others. I look forward to working with him.” 

												          
												            Continued on next page

President at Request of Board of Trustees

Dr. Harvey Kesselman
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On May 15, the Lloyd D. Levenson Institute for Gaming, 
Hospitality and Tourism (LIGHT) hosted the seventh annu-
al Jersey Shorecast at the Carnegie Center in Atlantic City. 
Experts from Stockton University and tourism industry of-
ficials agreed that shore resorts are seeing indicators of a 
strong tourist season, while Atlantic City should move to 
diversify. 

Low gas prices and visitors’ strong desire to relax at the 
shore after a tough winter should translate into a 4 percent 
to 5 percent increase in tourism at most Jersey Shore com-
munities if the weather cooperates - but probably not in At-
lantic City, the experts said.

The first panel was an academic one with Dr. Michael 
Busler, professor of Business Studies; Dr. Brian Tyrrell, as-
sociate professor of Hospitality and Tourism Management 
Studies; and Dr. Oliver Cooke, associate professor of Eco-

nomics, and moderated by Dr. Israel Posner, executive director of LIGHT. 

The second, with industry experts Diane Wieland, director of the Cape May County Department of Tourism; Lori Pepenella, 
director of Destination Marketing, LBI Region – Southern Ocean County Chamber of Commerce; and Joseph Kelly, pres-
ident of the Greater Atlantic City Chamber of Commerce, was moderated by LIGHT’s research associate, Felicia Grondin. 
The panelists agreed the way forward for Atlantic City is to diversify its economy.

LIGHT also issued its quarterly report on Atlantic City Tourism Performance Indicators that day, which found despite the 
closing of casinos in the last year, much of the gaming-related business remained “captured” in the Atlantic City market.

Dr. Oliver Cooke, Dr. Michael Busler and Dr. Brian Tyrrell partici-
pated in the seventh annual Jersey Shorecast, sponsored by the 
Lloyd D. Levenson Institute for Gaming, Hospitality and Tourism 
on May 15 at the Carnegie Center in Atlantic City. 

LIGHT Hosts Seventh Annual Jersey Shorecast at Carnegie Center

NEXT STEPS:

• As acting president, Dr. Harvey Kesselman will maintain the executive leadership at Stockton while President Herman Saatkamp is on medical
   leave. The Board of Trustees will continue working closely with Acting President Kesselman. 

• Acting President Kesselman will continue negotiating on behalf of the Board of Trustees to address and/or resolve issues involving the
   Showboat property. He will also respond to the state Senate’s questions and aid in the investigation of the circumstances surrounding the
   Showboat purchase.

• Stockton is committed not only in maintaining its presence in Atlantic City, but in expanding it. Atlantic City presents significant 
   opportunities for the growth of Stockton and the region as a whole. It is important to remember that Stockton and Atlantic City already 
    have many longstanding and successful partnerships.

• Interim Provost Dr. Susan Davenport has assumed responsibility for the operations of Academic Affairs. Dr. Kesselman and Dr. Davenport
   have worked closely together, enabling a smooth transition.

• Once Dr. Saatkamp’s resignation takes effect and after the immediate needs of the University have been resolved, the Board of Trustees 
    will re-evaluate the process for naming a new president, with input from the Stockton community.

Continued from previous page

•	 “Dr. Kesselman’s institutional knowledge of Stockton as well as the region, coupled with the tremendous respect he 
has garnered over the years, will serve as an asset to the University,” remarked Senator Connors. “I am confident that 
Stockton will thrive under Dr. Kesselman’s leadership and that the university will remain a leader in the state’s higher 
education community.”  

Dr. Harvey Kesselman to Remain Acting President of Stockton

http://intraweb.stockton.edu/eyos/business/content/docs/LIGHT/ACTPI%202014%204th%20Quarter%20Final.pdf


http://intraweb.stockton.edu/eyos/hughescenter/content/docs/Research/Eco%20Indicators%20-%202015-0512.pdf
http://intraweb.stockton.edu/eyos/hughescenter/content/docs/Research/Eco%20Indicators%20-%202015-0512.pdf
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We want to know about things going on in the Stockton community. Do you have an 
unusual hobby? Did one of your co-workers win an award or perform outstanding 
public service? Births, weddings, graduations and the like are all good things 
to submit to The Stockton Times. Also, tell us what you think of the new design! 
Contact the editor at 609-626-5521 or email 

mailto:stocktontimes@stockton.edu
mailto:distinctive%40stockton.edu?subject=distinctive%40stockton.edu
mailto:mark.ciccotelli%40stockton.edu?subject=Lakeside%20Lane/Lot%201%20Project
https://www.flickr.com/photos/stockton_edu/sets/72157653065629025

