400 Attend 25th Annual Pinelands Short Course at Stockton
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The 25™ annual Pinelands Short Course at The Richard Stockton
College of New Jersey on March 8 featured 36 presentations by ex-

Special points of interest: perts illuminating the Pinelands’ culture, history and ecology.
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The daylong event drew 400 people to hear experts on topics
such as the southern pine beetle, wildlife habitat restoration, the
Jersey Devil, butterflies and moths of the Pinelands, owls of New
Jersey, the Pine Barrens Byway, the Kirkwood-Cohansey Aquifer
system and the Bass River State Forest.

Dr. Ron Hutchison, associate professor of Biology at Stock-
ton, outlined how elevated levels of carbon dioxide (CO,) in the atmosphere are af-
fecting plants in the Pinelands, during a presentation titled, “Climate Change in For-
ested Ecosystems.”

Earth’s temperatures have fluctuated between warm and cold periods for 4.5 bil-
lion years, Dr. Hutchison said. But since 1880, studies show global surface tempera-
tures have been rising as man has burned “a tremendous amount of fossil fuels,”
adding more CO, to the atmosphere than ever before.

Increasing use of solar, wind and water to power the planet could cut down or
eventually eliminate the burning of fossil fuels and CO2 emissions, he said.

“The barriers are social and political, not technical or economic,” Hutchison said.
Unlike fossil fuels, “the sun is always there, the wind is always there,” he said.

Dr. Jamie Cromartie, associate professor of Entomology at Stockton, brought two
dozen participants to the college’s ecology lab, which has served generations of stu-
dents, to present “Native Bees and Other Pinelands Insects.”

Dr. Ron Hutchison

- e He compared a flower's need to

attract pollinators to pizza shops at

the shore competing to draw cus-

tomers during the summer.
) A mini lesson in bee anatomy
showed that pollen is transported
by getting trapped on hairs, known
as scopa, covering a bee’s abdomen
and/or hind legs.

For more information about the
25th annual Pinelands Short Course,
click here.
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Dr. Jamie Cromartie, left, shows off a bee specimen for
Phil Levy of Ocean County during the Short Course.



http://intraweb.stockton.edu/eyos/extaffairs/content/docs/pressrel/StocktonPinelandsCourse2014PressRelease.pdf
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State Assembly honors Dr. Reid-Merritt for 40 Years of Work with Afro-One

Dr. Patricia Reid-Merritt, Distinguished Professor of Social Work and Africana Studies, was
honored by the State Assembly on Feb. 27 for her 40 years of service as founder and artistic
director of Afro-One Dance, Drama and Drum Theatre, Inc.

“I received a call from Assemblyman Troy Singleton's (D- Burlington County) office inform-
ing me that my presence was requested in the Chambers,” she recounted. “I've received state
resolutions before, but | was never asked to come to the Statehouse. The assemblyman told
the house chamber members that | had impacted thousands of youth over the years, which is
true. Then they gave me a mic and granted permission for me to address the Assembly. That
has never happened before!

“Of course, | used my time to ask the Assembly members to consider providing greater
support for after school programs, youth programs and the arts,” Dr. Reid-Merritt said.

Dr. Reid-Merritt began her dance training in Philadelphia, studying with the Sydney King
School of Dance, Eakins Theatre, Karen Steptoe Warrington and Danielle Perna.


mailto:AfroOne@msn.com
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http://www.stocktonathletics.com/news/2014/3/8/MBB_0308145258.aspx
http://www.stocktonathletics.com/news/2014/3/12/MBB_0312140831.aspx
http://www.ncemsf.org/
http://intraweb.stockton.edu/eyos/page.cfm?siteID=48&pageID=92
https://www.facebook.com/STOCKTONEMS?fref=ts

- Send Us Your News!

We want to know about things going on in the Stockton community. Do you have an unusual hobby? Did one of
your co-workers win an award or perform outstanding public service? Births, weddings, graduations and the like are
all good things to submit to the Stockton Times
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