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Sixty girls from throughout New Jersey learned about Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Mathematics (STEM) ýelds and met female career role models in a hands-
on residential camp hosted at Stockton from July 17-23. The School of Education 
organized activities for the weeklong camp, which was sponsored by the American 
Association of University Women (AAUW) and Stockton University. 

Studies have shown that girls initially interested in STEM ýelds tend not to pur-
sue them after early adolescence. Yet there is a growing demand for jobs in those 
male-dominated ýelds, and the United States has a shortfall of qualiýed graduates to 
ýll them.

“Stockton deeply values the action that AAUW has been taking to close the gender 
pay equity gap,ò said Claudine Keenan, dean of the School of Education, one of the 
event’s organizers. 

The students, who will be entering eighth grade in the fall, lived on campus and participated in activities such as  
programming apps for tablets and smart phones; conducting chemistry and biology lab experiments; exploring  
cybersecurity online; building circuits; maneuvering a robot over an obstacle course; and collecting samples from Lake Fred 
to examine under a microscope.

The camp also dedicated an entire day to 
the study of aviation. Twenty girls traveled 
to Philadelphia International Airport’s air  
trafýc control tower while two other groups  
of 20 each rotated through a day of drone 
þights and building and launching rockets  
on the Galloway campus. View photos here. 

“Decades of research point to the reasons  
that adolescent girls turn away from  
pursuing STEM ýelds, where higher  
paying careers show the starkest gender  
imbalances,ò Keenan said. ñThe Tech Trek 
camp model puts that research into action, 
providing girls with hands-on STEM expe-
riences, led by women in these ýelds, at our 
state-of-the-art facilities, in our naturally 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/stockton_edu/albums/72157668337176034
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Stockton, AAUW Host Tech Trek STEM Camp        Continued
Stockton Production Services assisted the campers with a special video to say thank you to Stockton University and those 
who helped make Tech Trek a success. Click here to see the video. 

Many Stocktonians contributed to the camp’s success including: Laurie Griscom, Lindsay McGrath and Lauren  
Rizzo-Heiler of Event Services; Bob Heinrich

Hus Tmt Services; 

https://youtu.be/2gKOYdWaJ50
https://elevate.stockton.edu/project/2394
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