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Howard Explores New Jersey’s Lost Island 
"I've often sat and wondered about what kind of a place 

Little Beach Island would have become had it been developed," 
said Steven Howard, a geospatial analyst at Stockton’s Coastal 
Research Center. Howard analyzes coastal environments for 
the Marine Science and Environmental Field Station operated 
by Stockton, and has studied the ebb and flow of what is be-
lieved to be the last sizable uni
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 We want to know about things going on in the Stockton community. If your fellow employees should hear about it, 
we want to know about it to help spread the word. 
 Do you have an unusual hobby? Did one of your co-workers win an award or perform outstanding public ser-
vice? Births, weddings, graduations and the like are all good things to submit to the Stockton Times. 
 Contact Editor Tim Kelly at (609) 652-4950 or e-mail Stocktontimes@stockton.edu. 

Send Us Your News! 

Little Beach Island Continued From Page Three 

sertation as well. His findings showed that Little Beach Island could not have sus-
tained the development that speculators once fantasized about without the massive 
beach replenishment that has occurred elsewhere on New Jersey's 127-mile coast in 
the last 30 years. 
       Using topographical data and surveys dating to 1903 and aerial photographic 
studies from the last 40 years, Howard saw that sand from the island's southern 
beaches and high dunes had migrated, changing the northern shoreline. Between 
1903 and 2010, the shoreline has "advanced," or widened, by 1,137 feet, Howard 
said. 
       Over about 20 years, the island has experienced a dramatic flattening of its 
dunes and a depletion of its forests, he said. Trees that were once inland are now at 
water's edge. Marshland has been eroded and exposed by the encroaching Atlantic.  
       That is the opposite of what has happened at other barrier-island locations, 
such as Ocean City and Sea Isle City. There, storms and wave action move sand 
southward, plumping Wildwood's already fat strands. The anomaly may be the re-
sult of local water currents, according to Howard.  
"You can see dramatic changes over what is a relatively short period of time . . . 
shorter than you might expect," he said.  

 Little Beach Island has occasionally found itself the focus of development plans. In 1882, a group of land specula-
tors drew up plans for a resort on the island, but the financial panic of 1884 caused investment money to dry up, Far-
rell said. Around 1913, another investment group attempted to offer a direct route to the island, but steel became 
scarce due to World War I. By the 1970s, the island became part of Forsythe.  
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