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that while the beach and boardwalk remain the county’s biggest draws, more tourists are visiting 
to tour wineries, breweries and farms, and to eat at “farm-to-table” restaurants. “Weddings are 
huge,” as a segment of tourism, she noted. 

Another example of diversifying the market is targeting youth sports, said Gary Musich, vice 
president of convention sales at Meet AC. “This year the Convention Center brought in 50,000 
cheerleaders in two shows - one show was 25,000 alone, and that was in January,” he said. 

He said meetings and conventions are important to introduce new visitors to the market, and 
then “people return to destinations where their convention was held,” particularly when they 
know about other amenities such as golf and shopping. 

He said stays have expanded from two days to two-and-a-half days, with visitors spending as 
much as $1,000 a day on food, golf and shopping. Vicki Clark, president of the Cape May 
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Other topics of discussion included: 

- Owners of second homes are extending the spring and fall seasons, particularly in Cape 
May County, said Clark;  

- The lower exchange rate with Canadian currency per dollar is hurting Cape May 
County’s traditional base of tourists from there, but lower gas prices may offset that, 
according to Wieland; 

- Expanding casinos to North Jersey casinos would be “devastating to Atlantic City,” 


