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station and assistant director of Academic Labs.                                                          

Sea bass and tautog were probably the first to discover the shipwreck, but it wasn’t until 
the1970s that recreational divers and fishermen found the site. Structures on the seafloor attract 
marine life such as the northern star coral, mussels and fish, making shipwrecks prime fishing 
waters and an attraction to divers.  

While on a surveying mission after Hurricane Sandy, the Thomas Jefferson, a NOAA ship, 
dedicated two days using sonar and divers to confirm that the wreck was truly where 20 crew 
members of the Walker were lost at sea in what NOAA calls its “largest single disaster in the 
history of NOAA or its predecessor agencies.”   

There are a handful of other wrecks in the vicinity, but distinct features such as a paddle wheel 
and square portholes were evidence that it was surely the Walker, explained Straub. Questions 
still remained after the two-day investigation, so NOAA reached out to the New Jersey Historical 
Divers Association (NJHDA) to 
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waters of the Atlantic. The series of scientific dives will “ground truth” Stockton’s data, explained 
Evert.  

“This is much more than a normal class,” said Jamie Taylor, a Marine Biology major from Berlin, 
NJ


