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Madan, who received his doctoral degree from Michigan State University, specializes in 

international and comparative research, policy, policing, victimization and gender.  

While sexual harassment has been a growing area of concern in India, there has been a lack of 

evidence-based systematic research on the topic. Specifically, the 2012 gang rape of a 23-year-

old woman on a moving bus in New Delhi has called for increased attention to understanding 

the challenges that women face in public spaces.         

The gang-rape incident in which the victim died has become known as Nirbhaya, which means 

fearless, since the Indian laws currently do not allow media to publish the names of rape 


