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The film considers whether, 70 years later, America is still living in a state of denial, in an era 
marked by the election of the nation’s first black president.  

“American Denial” sheds light on the unconscious political and moral world of Americans, using 
archival footage, newsreels, nightly news reports and rare southern home movies from the 
1930s and 1940s, as well as research footage, websites and YouTube films showing 
psychological testing of racial attitudes.  
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