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Galloway, N.J. + After 603 wins in 30 seasons at Stockton University, Gerry Matthews, the
winningest men's basketball coach in New Jersey history, is calling it a career and retiring as the
Stockton head coach. Scott Bittner will be elevated to interim head coach for the 2016-17
season after 10 years on the staff during which he has served as assistant coach and associate
head coach.

3In addition to being the consummate basketball coach, Coach Matthews has been an
unwavering friend and mentor of every single student-athlete with whom he has come in contact
durinJ KLV (RQJ YHQXUH DIl 6YRFNIRQ “~ VDLG 3UHVIGHQI +DUYH\ .HVVHIPDQ 3Simply stated, there has
never been a better coach in any sport in our history, and Gerry has set the standard when it
comes to commitment and loyalty to his student-athletes. He will be sorely missed, but never
forgotten.”

Matthews never had a losing season at the helm of the Osprey program, amassing a 603-243
record (.713 winning percentage). He is one of just 16 coaches in NCAA Division Il history to
reach the 600-win mark and he ranks in the top 20 all-time in Division Il in winning percentage.
Matthews led Stockton to 16 NCAA Tournament berths and a 25-17 record in NCAA
Tournament play. His teams won at least one game in 12 of their 16 NCAA trips and advanced
to the Final Four twice (1987, 2009).

3Coach Matthews has led an incredible era not only for Stockton Athletics but the entire school.
,Q IKH ZRUGV RI lIKH (DIH * /DW\ -DPHV KH)V PRUH IKDQ D FRDFK KH{V D VRFLDI ZRUNHU {* VDLG
Lonnie Folks, director of Athletics.

Matthews, who arrived at Stockton in 1985, VDIG TXUWH VLIPSI\ 3,ifV ILPH

3 IV my decision; there is no pressure from anyone to do anything one way or another. | just
KLQN LIfV ILPH “ KH VDIG  -more-
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Among his many accomplishments, the longtime Stockton head coach notched 18 20-win
seasons and won nine New Jersey Athletic Conference championships, capturing league titles
in four different decades (1980s, 1990s, 2000s, 2010s). His teams played in the NJAC
championship game 16 times in his 30 seasons and Matthews was voted NJAC Coach of the
Year nine times by his peers.

Matthews became the winningest coach in New Jersey men's basketball history with a 78-58
triumph over Farmingdale State on Nov. 17, 2012 that gave him 515 wins, one more than
longtime Princeton head coach Pete Carril.

Matthews hit the 600-win plateau with a 76-56 victory over Kean last season, on Feb. 13, 2016.
His 603" - and final win - came two weeks later as the Ospreys topped The College of New
Jersey 60-53 to earn Matthews' ninth NJAC championship.

7KH QXPEHUWV RQI\ VKRZ D SRUILRQ RI ODINKHZV{ coaching style and success, which really extend
beyond the court, explained Bittner, the incoming interim head coach who has spent a decade
coaching with Matthews.

ODIMKHZV] KXPRU DQG KXPLULN have been the keys to connecting with his players, and they
leave a lasting impression on fellow coaches and colleagues campus-wide, according to Bittner.

3Iiv DPD]LQJ KRZ KH UHIDWHV IR his players and he does it better than anyone. That is the biggest
lesson ,fYH (HDUQHG IURP KLP UiV KRZ KH treats his players off the court,” Bittner said. 3These
relationships GHIHUPLQH ZKDIi N.QG RI FRDFK \RX DUH +H{V PRUH IKDQ D FRDFK=KH{V D VHFRQG
father and a mentor.”

Matthews said that mentoring players is 3a large part of what you do” DV D FRDFK

3<RX GROM IKLQN DERXI i ZKHQ \RX{UH GRLng it, but you realize it when you get calls back from the
NLGV ZKR DUH QR (IRQJHU NLGV “ KH VDLG

Players respond to coaching when you love them off the playing field, Bittner said.

37KHUH DUH ILPHV KH{V KDUG RQ IIKH NLGV EDVNHIEDN-wise, but he gets away with it 10 minutes later
because he coaches his players in life, and the work on the court naturally falls in place ~ %LllQHU
VDIG 3Coach has a way of reaching those who need it the most. +H{V iKHUH IRU KLV SID\HUWV DQG
IKH\ (RYH KLP IRU iKDIl

Former Stockton basketball player Armin Cane, of Pleasantville, who recently finished his four-
year NCAA eligibility, DIUPHG %LQHUV VHQILPHQIV VD\LQJ 3, IRYH &RDFK ODIIKHZYV ~ §R BIKIHILF
Director Folks.

37KDHV IKH VHQILPHQW IURP IIKH VIDUILQJ SID\HU DI IKH ZD\ IR IKH SID\HU RQ IIKH EHQFK “ Folks
explained. 3&RDFK ODIIKHZV{ DIWIXGH LV 1, ZDQIl XV DIl IR GR ZHW | His service reaches far beyond
athletics - Matthews is an ambassador for Stockton. +HfV DERXI IKH SHRS(H DQG KHISLQJ WKHP JHII
to a better placH ’

In addition to elevating his student-DIKIHIHV ODWKHZV DIVR KHISHG %LINIQHU 3JHIl IR D EHIlHU SIDFH”
in his coaching.
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%LINIQHU IHHIV 3PRUH SUHSDUHG IKDQ PRVI ZRXIG EH" DIIHU ODIIKHZ V] LQSXIl DQG DGYLFH over the past
few years, and believes ODIIIKHZV{ greatest contribution to the team has been his consistency.

3He has held the seat for 30 years, and his decisions were always in the



