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The president is still paying the price for the epic failure of his visit to fire ravaged Maui in
Hawaii where he compared the devastation and tragic loss of life to a minor fire that damaged a
portion of the kitchen of his Delaware home.

He lamented he nearly lost his home, his wife, his cat and his vintage Corvette and thus could
understand the plight of Maui residents who escaped with nothing but the clothes they were
wearing. 

Americans are concerned: Biden is acting old. The good news? We're talking about it.

It is impractical for the president to forego campaigning altogether and much of the burden for
carrying the Administration message will be shouldered by cabinet officers, members of Congress
and surrogates.  

His party organization support remains solid and he leads his primary opponents Robert F.
Kennedy Jr. and Marianne Williamson by more than 50 points.  

The demands of campaigning and the pressures of dealing with the presidency itself are
compounded by the growing questions and allegations of wrongdoing surrounding the business
dealings of his son, Hunter.

Never far from mind are the political ramifications of a withdrawal. Attention would immediately
turn to the logical replacement Vice President Kamala Harris but misgivings about her
qualifications to assume the presidency are wide and deep. 

The Democratic Party establishment and those who genuinely care about Biden owe it to him to
engage in the extraordinarily difficult conversation, to be brutally frank if necessary, and reach a
conclusion about his future before it is too late.

He has served his country for nearly 50 years, as a U.S. Senator, vice president and
president. Agree with him or not, support his candidacy or not, his commitment to public service
is clear.

His close friends and political associates owe him support and consideration, even if the
circumstances are painful.

He deserves better than to be subjected to physical harm or personal ridicule by continuing his
quest for re-election merely to satisfy the demands of anyone who would place their political
status and personal well-being above his.

Carl Golden is a senior contributing analyst with the William J. Hughes Center for Public Policy
at Stockton University.
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