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In his] ost-election media tour, Gov. Phil Mur hy ex; lained his narrow re-election victory
mar_1n and the unanticy ated dismal showin_ of Democrats _enerally with another of his
seemin_ly endless su; 7 ly of cliches: “There’s a lot of hurt out there.”

Hurt? Maybe. An_er” De 1nitely.

His less than three-; oint mar_ in over Rej ublican challen_er Jack Ciattarelli wasn't assured
until tens of thousands of mail 1n ballots were tabulated and turned the race from a1 otential
seismic u] set to an uncomfortably narrow esca; e 1in a reliably blue state.

The outcome, the overnor su__ested, would have been worse had i1t not been for his
Administration’s 1rstterm accom; ishments — raisin, the mmimumwa_e,1m; osin_ a tax
increase on milhionaires, and ex; andin_ ; re-K education and child care services.

Fly 1 in_ throu_h his thesaurus of cliches, Mur) hy of eredu; “there’s alot of kitchen tables” to
connect with, althou_h he didn’t elaborate just what would be discussed over cof ee and
croissants to ameliorate the hurt.

Readin_ from the same volume, Mur hy; romised to “move forward, not backward” in his
second term, a meanin_less] led_e since there’s no record of any candidate for any office
1led 1n_ to “move backward, not forward.”

An_erinvarious de_reesis always a drivin,_ motivation 1n elections, an emotion that inevitably
results in voters focusin_ their wrath on those in; oliticaland  overnmental leadershy roles —
1n this case, President Biden and his Democratic collea_ ues.

The Biden Administration’s free fall in; ublic aj ; roval, driven lar_ely by out-of-control
inflationary; ressures, contributed to Mur hy'’s close call and ar_ uably turned the  overnor’s
race 1n Vir_1niainto a Re; ublican victory.

In many cases, essential everyday commodity] rices from a _allon of asolinetoa_allon of
milk have risen by double di_1t; ercenta_es, w1y 1n_ outwa_e amnsandim; osin_ additional
mancial burdens on American families.

A1 andemic-weary America havin_ endured nearly two years of lockdowns, school closures,
businesses failures, travel and; ublic _atherin_restrictions, commodity shorta_es, and
vitriolic ar, uments over mask wearin_ and vaccinations turned sour on an Administration
whose res) onses were too often 1n conflict and contradictory.

Voter reaction was driven also by the; erce; tion that the
1deas to ease inflation or to unclo_ a slowin_ chokin_ su; 7 ly chain whlle aban
centrist; olicies 1n favor of the frin_e left demands.

The 1ssues close to the hearts of Con_ressional; ro_ressives — de-fundin_
crime 1s on the rise, 07 enin_ borders, massive and enormously costly soc1
—1 roved tobedra, on Democrats and 1ltered down to state and local ra
Mur; hy's.






Mur hy has; romised unequivocally he intends to
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