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The race between Brigid Harrison, left and Amy Kennedy, right, has shined a spotlight on the race the 2nd Congressional district seat.
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While aiming most of their fire at Van Drew, the two leading Democrats have swapped vitriol with each other 

as well.

“I never had the luxury of a Kennedy last name, so I have received my support by not assuming things, by 

asking people’s support, and having the guts to call out Jeff Van Drew before anyone else did,” Callahan 
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Especially as the coronavirus requires people to stay home, “there’s increasing rise in depths of despair

around the country,” Kennedy said. “It’s this tsunami that’s building in terms of mental health issues.”

The pandemic primary has forced both candidates indoors and online rather than door-to-door, the closure

of the district’s casinos and beaches has elevated economic issues, and the death of George Floyd while in

the custody of Minneapolis police has heightened calls for overhauling the criminal justice system.

Callahan Harrison called that “a real sea change” while Kennedy said that inequality must be at the front.”

Despite their clashes, the two see eye-to-eye on key issues. They support moving to 100% clean energy by

2050, banning oil drilling off the Jersey Shore, a $15 a hour federal minimum wage, allowing Medicare to

negotiate for drug prices, providing a public option to the Affordable Care Act, and limiting corporate, union

and individual spending on campaigns.

Likewise, neither has embraced either the Green New Deal, which calls for 100% clean energy by 2030, or

Medicare for All, which would replace private health insurance with a single-payer, government-run plan.

Both have strong union support. Kennedy is backed by the New Jersey Education Association and the
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