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New Jersey’s backlog is larger than Pennsylvania’s, which covers three district courts, compared to the
state’s single district; is slightly more than New York, which has four; and is more than the Southern
District of New York, considered to be the busiest district throughout the United States, the report said.

“Justice delayed means that thousands of parties to civil and criminal cases in New Jersey are left
hanging with little hope of a speedy trial,” John Froonjian, executive director of the Hughes Center, said.
“The judicial vacancies and backlogs seriously affect the administration of justice, and it is hurting New
Jersey more than other nearby states.”

Six of the 17 district court judgeships in New Jersey sit vacant, the analysis said, up from two in 2018. A
few judges have stayed on past retirement to help with the surge, including two in the federal courthouse
in Camden, however, no new judges have been appointed to fill them.

“This in turn means that fewer judges are available to shoulder the increased burden, driving up the
number of cases each judge must take on,” he said.

Other highlights from the report:

mailto:ebader@roi-nj.com
https://www.twitter.com/@emilybader
https://www.roi-nj.com/2020/03/13/healthcare/murphy-n-j-coronavirus-cases-jump-from-29-to-50-shutdown-of-schools-is-matter-of-when-not-if/
https://www.roi-nj.com/2019/12/04/opinion/abbott-school-construction-disparity-inconsistency-demand-aid-reform/
https://www.roi-nj.com/2020/03/25/healthcare/murphy-orders-closing-of-child-care-centers-except-those-servicing-children-of-essential-personnel/

