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Murphy shows fairness in accepting Sweeney’s school aid
reform, says Carl Golden
Carl Golden For The Press  Jul 10, 2018

He may have felt boxed in or perhaps he recognized the risk of being on the wrong side of a

solid legislative consensus, but Gov. Phil Murphy’s decision to accept legislation to dramatically

revise the formula for state aid to local school districts may turn out to be the most signi�cant

act of his �rst term.

When fully implemented, the abolition of adjustment aid to instill greater fairness in the

allocation of state funds will be the most far-reaching and impactful change since the

enactment of the formula in 2008.

The unbalanced distribution of aid has been a bone in the throat of many local school boards

for years. They argued that districts with growing enrollments were denied their rightful

funding while in those with declining enrollments, the aid was granted as if the drop-o� in

students had never occurred.

The net e�ect was that some districts bene�ted from vast over-funding while others su�ered

extreme �nancial hardship from equally vast underfunding.
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