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If, as every public poll has predicted, Democratic gubernatorial candidate Phil Murphy is victorious on Tuesday,
his success will be a testament to the depth of dislike for the Christie administration and a potentially historically
low turnout which placed the outcome more firmly in the hands of reliable party organization loyalists.

It will not be a popular affirmation of the platform he offered to voters and taxpayers.

Aside from designating New Jersey a sanctuary state and pledging to raise $1.3 billion in taxes, Murphy’s
campaign was a substance-free exercise in promises and clichés.

Recognizing that a low turnout meant party organization and discipline carried greater weight, Murphy stuck
doggedly to his left of center base, spoke largely in soaring generalities, and portrayed Lt. Gov. Kim Guadagno as a willing partner of Gov. Chris Christie,
supportive of his policies and responsible for his record.

The Democratic base detests Christie and virtually everything he stands for. The election was an opportunity to strike back, express their anger and take
out their frustration on who they viewed as Christie’s stand-in.

Guadagno struggled mightily to free herself from the governor she’d serve with for nearly eight years, but was never able to break the attachment to an
administration whose public approval standing hovered around 15 per cent, lowest in state history.

Polling consistently identified her association with Christie as a major negative factor in voters’ perception of her.

This environment – deep dissatisfaction with Christie and, by association, Guadagno along with a turnout which could drop to below 40 per cent – gave
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