GOLDEN: Ideas competing in GOP primary
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Because primary elections are party controlled and the winner in most cases is the candidate with the
strongest organization and the most money, it is both surprising and refreshing to see the two leading
Republican contenders engage in an actual policy debate over the most contentious of issues — property tax
relief and school funding.

Lt. Gov. Kim Guadagno and her closest but fairly distant rival, Assemblyman Jack Ciattarelli, R-Somerset,
released their proposals within days of one another, sparking a war of dueling news releases over whose
ideas were more credible.

It is significant that both felt the need to offer tax relief programs in some detail, rather than follow past practice of speaking in general terms about the
increasing burden on homeowners and the need to do something about it.

Guadagno, holding a comfortable and consistent lead in the early polling, recommended capping property taxes to support local education at 5
percent of household income, saving an average of nearly $900 a year and Apa mp



Primary contests are seldom decided on the basis of policy debates, strength of ideas or insightful grasp of issues. Party politics and the ability of
county leaders to turn out the troops on election day matter more.

It is, though, a welcome turn of events when competing ideas command at least a part of the stage.
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