
Hughes Center Poll Finds Election Distrust Persists
with One-Third of N.J. Voters
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political violence. The overwhelming majority (90%) said political violence is

never justified, while small minorities felt it was sometimes warranted to

achieve political goals



A majority of 78% said the vice-presidential candidate impacts their vote

choice for president greatly (22%) or somewhat (56%), while 21% said the

nominees for vice president do not influence their vote at all. However, at the

time of this poll, the overwhelming majority of voters were already certain
(82%) or somewhat certain (8%) of their choice for president, while only 9%

said they are still deciding. Vice-presidential selection is one of many factors

driving vote selection.

Most voters were unfamiliar with both candidates for the U.S. Senate race in

New Jersey. The vast majority (81%) were unfamiliar or unsure about Curtis

Bashaw, while a slimmer majority (55%) were unfamiliar with Andy Kim.

Favorable Unfavorable Not sure/Unfamiliar

Kamala Harris 50% 48% 1%

Donald Trump 43% 54% 2%

J.D. Vance 34% 50% 16%

Tim Walz 44% 36% 20%

Curtis Bashaw 9% 7% 81%

Andy Kim 27% 17% 55%

Read the full results of the poll here (https://stockton.edu/hughes-

center/polling/index.html).

Methodology

The poll of New Jersey registered voters was conducted by the Stockton Polling
Institute of the William J. Hughes Center for Public Policy from Sep. 27-Oct. 1,

2024. Stockton University students texted cell phones with invitations to take

the survey online and Opinion Services supplemented the dialing portion of

the fieldwork, which consisted of cell and landline telephone calls. Overall, 93%

of interviews were conducted on cell phones and 7% on landline phones. In

terms of mode, 63% were reached via dialing and 37% were reached via text-
to-web. A random sample of 630 New Jersey registered voters were

interviewed. Both cell and landline samples consisted of random digit dialing

(RDD) and voter list sample from MSG. Data are weighted based on U.S. Census

Bureau ACS 2023 data for the citizen voting age population in New Jersey on

variables of age, race, education level and sex. The poll’s margin of error is +/-
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3.9 percentage points at a 95% confidence level. MOE is higher for subsets.

Sampling error does not account for other potential sources of bias in polls

such as measurement error or nonresponse.

About the Hughes Center

The William J. Hughes Center for Public Policy at Stockton University serves as

a catalyst for research, analysis and innovative policy solutions on the

economic, social and cultural issues facing New Jersey, and promotes the civic

life of New Jersey through engagement, education and research. The center is

named for the late William J. Hughes, whose distinguished career includes

service in the U.S. House of Representatives, Ambassador to Panama and as a
Distinguished Visiting Professor at Stockton. The Hughes Center can be found

on YouTube @StocktonHughesCenter, and can be followed on Facebook

@StocktonHughesCenter and X @HughesCenter.
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