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There is a lot of consistency in race and ethnicity across both sets of Assembly members. Ten 

out of 12 
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NEW JERSEY LEGISLATURE AND THE GENERAL POPULATION 

Characteristic Legislature N.J. population Difference 

Median age 57.2 39.3 17.9 

% male 70.0 48.8 21.2 

% female 30.0 51.2 -21.2 

% white 83.3 69.2 14.1 

% black/African American 15.0 13.6 1.4 

% Asian 1.7 8.6 -6.9 

% Hispanic 8.3 18.2 -9.9 

% foreign born 2.4 21.4 -19.0 

% with BA degree or higher 80.8 36.1 44.7 

% with graduate degree * 35.5 13.7 21.8 

% with juris doctor degree 33.3 >1.0 >32.3 

% white collar/professional ** 56.6 21.4 35.2 

% military vets 12.5 6.2 6.3 

% Democratic
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While white, non-Hispanics are the most widely represented demographic in the Legislature, the 

Assembly displays more racial and ethnic diversity than the Senate. Eighty
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A greater percentage of senators has served in branches of the military compared to the 

Assembly. Fifteen percent of all senators have served, compared to 11 percent in the Assembly. 
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