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Introduction �
 

     Many national surveys have found that the American public knows startlingly little 

about the United States Constitution and the Supreme Court.   A frequently cited 1989 

survey found 71% of respondents unable to name a single justice on the Court, while 

54% were able to identify Judge Wapner as the judge on the television show, “The 

People’s Court.”1 More recently, the Annenberg Public Policy Center’s 2011 Civics 

Knowledge Survey 



example, compared teens’ knowledge of the Constitution to their knowledge of pop 

culture.   More respondents could name the Three Stooges than could name the three 

branches of government (59% to 41%) and 



knowledge about the Court are vastly overstated, resulting from the use of open-ended 

questions that are too demanding in their requirements for correct answers and provide no 

frame of reference for respondents.8  

      With this background in mind, in fall 2014, working with the Stockton University 

Polling Institute, we designed a survey that was conducted by telephone with 806 New 

Jersey residents aged 18 and older.  Our survey focused on the following areas:  public 

knowledge of the Supreme Court and the Constitution; potential sources of that 

knowledge; public opinion of the Court and levels of engagement of respondents in 

voting and Court-related activities.  In asking questions in these areas, we sought to 

evaluate the respondents’ depth of knowledge of the Court and the Constitution, to assess 

where New Jerseyans get that information and determine what factors and sources lead to 

increased knowledge.  We also sought to assess the political implications of higher 

knowledge of the Court and the Constitution.  We asked mainly open-ended questions, 

but also included some close-ended questions so as to assess whether the form of the 

question influenced results.  This report summarizes and analyzes the results of the 

survey and concludes with some brief recommendations and reflections. 

 

Summary of Survey Results 

 A copy of survey questions and detailed results is contained in Appendix A.  This 

section presents a brief overview of the survey results.   
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Knowledge of the Court and the Constitution:  Respondents demonstrated high levels 

of knowledge on some questions: 

�x Most New Jerseyans (85%) knew that our Constitution can be amended. 
�x 75% of respondents correctly identified the precise process for amending it (a 

two-thirds vote of the House and Senate and ratification by three-fourths of the 
states). 

�x An overwhelming majority (nearly 80%) knew that when our Constitution was 
adopted it did not ban slavery. 

�x 75% of respondents correctly identified the process by which Justices get onto the 
Supreme Court (nomination by the President with confirmation by a majority of 
the U.S. Senate). 

 
On a number of other questions, however, respondents demonstrated low levels of 
knowledge: 
 

�x More than half of New Jerseyans (54%) could not name a single Supreme Court 
Justice (those justices most frequently named were Sonia Sotomayor (13%), John 
Roberts (12%) and Antonin Scalia (11%)). 

�x 62% of respondents did not know how many justices (nine) serve on the Supreme 
Court. 

�x Only 26% were able to name John Roberts as the Chief Justice (46% could 
correctly identify him from a list that included his name). 

�x 60% were under the misimpression that our Constitution was amended to 
guarantee explicit protection against discrimination based on sex (in fact, the 
Equal Rights Amendment has never been added to our Constitution). 

�x Only 52% identified the Judiciary as the branch of the federal government that 
has the power to declare state and federal laws unconstitutional.  Notably, 24% 
were unsure or did not know; 6% believed the Executive branch could do so and 
18% believed the Legislature could do so.  

�x Only 56% knew that decisions by the Supreme Court cannot be appealed to the 
President of the United States for review and reversal; 32% of respondents 
believed this is possible and 12% were not sure or did not know. 

�x 60% knew that the first ten amendments to the U.S. Constitution are called the 
Bill of Rights, but 35% were not sure or did not know and 5% stated an incorrect 
answer. 

�x 



�x A majority (56%) of respondents (62% of whom attended K-12 school entirely 
in New Jersey) reported that they had never taken a course about the 
Constitution or the Supreme Court. 

�x Among those respondents (a total of 350) who had taken a course or courses 
about the Constitution and the Supreme Court, nearly 93% received instruction 
in high school, 60% in elementary or middle school, 60% as undergraduate 
students and 33% as graduate students. 

 



 
 
 
 Public Opinion of the Supreme Court 
 

�x Most respondents believe the Court is doing a “fair” (38%) or “good” (35%) 
job.  Only 5% believe the Court is doing an “excellent” job, while 17% rank 
the justices’ job performance as “poor.” 

�x Perceptions regarding the main influences on how the justices decide cases 
were mixed.  A plurality (39%) of those polled believe that the justices are 
influenced by their own personal or political views.  Others (22%) believe they 
decide based on legal analysis, while 20% believe the justices are influenced 
by political pressure and 12% percent cited public opinion as the main 
influence. 

�x Respondents were divided on which branch of government best serves the 
public interest:  24% cited the Legislative branch; 26% cited the Executive 
branch and 28% cited the Judiciary. 

�x Most respondents disagreed with the current practice of having Supreme Court 
justices serve lifetime appointments.  Nearly half (47%) believe justices should 
be appointed for only a specific number of years and 30% believe there should 
be a mandatory retirement age.    

 

 
Analysis of Results  
 
    Open-ended vs. Close-ended Questions 
 
      Consistent with findings of other studies, our respondents tended to do better on 

close-ended questions – i.e., those in which respondents were given the correct answer as 

one of several possible answers—than they did on open-ended questions. Other studies 

using close-ended questions have found levels of knowledge about the Supreme Court 

similar to those found in responses to close-ended questions in our survey. Using close-

ended questions, a 2005 survey found that 65% of respondents could correctly identify 

the appointment process for justices, and 57% knew that Supreme Court decisions cannot 

be appealed.9 Using similar close-ended questions, our study had comparable, but slightly 

9 Gibson and Caldeira, “Knowing the Supreme Court?” 433-34. 

 6 

                                                 



higher correct responses with 75% correctly identifying the appointment process and 

56% knowing that decisions cannot be appealed. 

      To further test the influence of open- vs. close-ended questions, on two questions 100 

respondents received an open-ended question, while others received a close-ended 

question on the same topic. Consistent with prior research,10



Knowledge of Process vs. Names and Numbers 
 
      Researchers have distinguished between different types of political knowledge and 

argued that some knowledge is more valuable for democratic citizenship than others.12 

For our purpose, the distinction between knowledge of political processes vs. knowledge 

of names and numbers is important. One could argue that knowledge of names and 

numbers (e.g., who the Chief Justice is and how many justices there are on the Supreme 

Court) is less important for democratic citizenship than knowing the political processes 

(e.g., how justices are selected), which are necessary for informed political behavior. For 

example, knowing that justices are appointed by the president may inform one’s voting 

decision in presidential elections, while knowing who the Chief Justice is provides less in 

terms of civic capital. 

      While respondents to our survey did fairly poor on names and numbers questions 

(only 26% could name the Chief Justice), they did quite well on most of the process 

questions. As discussed above, 75% of respondents identified the process by which 

justices are selected, 56% knew that Supreme Court decisions cannot be appealed, 85% 

knew that the Constitution can be amended, and 75% of those who knew the Constitution 

can be amended knew the process by which amendments are made. However, only 52% 

of respondents knew which branch of government decides legislation is unconstitutional, 

a fairly low percentage given the importance of this political process.  Also, disturbingly, 



unmotivated to participate in ongoing efforts to amend our Constitution to add that 

protection to it.   

  A Knowledge Index 
 
      Using responses to our 12 knowledge questions, a Knowledge Index was constructed 

by coding each correct answer as 1 and summing. Incorrect and “don’t know” responses 

are coded 0. Each of the nine justices named and each of the four freedoms named are 

coded as a separate 1. This results in a measure of knowledge that ranges from 0 to 22 

with higher values indicating greater knowledge. The Knowledge Index distribution is 

reported in Figure 1. The mean score for the index is 9.0 with a standard deviation of 5.1. 

Roughly 50% of respondents scored 8 or lower and 81% of respondents scored 14 or 

lower. Four respondents scored the maximum of 22. 

Figure 1 
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  Correlates of Knowledge 
 
      Education 

      We now turn to an examination of what characteristics are correlated with our 

Knowledge Index. We first examine whether a New Jersey education is correlated with 

level of knowledge about the Constitution and Supreme Court and find that the mean 

score on our index is 8.7 for respondents who did all or most of their education in New 

Jersey, while the mean for those who did all or most of their education elsewhere is 9.4. 

This difference is statistically significant at the p < .05 level, though the difference is not 

substantive. 

      While the state in which one went to school does not seem to matter a great deal, 

what one studies in school is highly correlated with levels of knowledge. Those reporting 

having a course which discussed the Constitution or Supreme Court in either elementary 

school, high school, or college have a mean score of 11.1, while those who did not have a 

course on the topic have a mean score of 7.4, a difference that is both statistically and 

substantively significant. Finally, those with higher levels of education scored, on 

average, higher on our knowledge index. Those with less than a high school degree, a 

high school degree, some college, a four-year degree, and some graduate school had 



news. We find that those who get their news from the radio score on average 6 points 

higher than those who do not follow the news. Those getting their news from the internet 

score on average 4.4 points higher. Those getting their news from television score about 2 

points higher. Those getting their news from newspapers score about 3.6 points higher. 

Those getting their news from a source not listed (“other”) score about 3.8 points higher. 

No statistically significant effect is found for those getting their news from magazines or 

social media. Overall, getting news about the Supreme Court and Constitution from the 

radio, internet, and newspapers has the largest positive effect on levels of knowledge, 

while 4(l)-tet



their news from the internet, blogs, “other,” and comedy shows also do better than those 

who do not follow the news, though the effect of these sources are somewhat smaller than 

the effects of radio and newspapers. Those getting their general political news from 

television have the most modest expected increase in knowledge. 

Table 2: Effect of News Source for Government and Politics 
New Source Coefficient (Standard Error) 
Radio 6.67 (1.02)** 
Internet 4.41 (1.28)** 
Television 2.43 (0.82)** 
Newspaper 5.63 (0.85)** 
Blogs 4.84 (1.26)** 
Comedy Shows 3.83 (1.23)** 
Other 4.53 (1.65)** 
Constant 5.29 (0.78)** 

�x p < .01, ** p < .001 
 

 
  Extent of News Exposure 

      We measured how often respondents follow government by asking them to select one 

of four answers--“most of the time,” “some of the time,” “only now and then,” and “not 

at all.” As expected, those who follow government and politics more have greater 

knowledge than those who follow government and politics less. Those who report 

following government and politics “most of the time” or “some of the time” have mean 

knowledge scores of 10.6 and 8.3, respectively, while those following government and 

politics “only now and then” or “not at all” have scores of 5.8 and 3.5, respectively. 

      We also asked respondents how many hours they follow the news, giving them 

choices of “less than one hour,” “one or two hours,” “three to five hours,” “six to ten 

hours,” and “more than ten hours.” Mean knowledge scores for these responses are 6.4, 

8.7, 10.0, 10.7, and 11.8, respectively. Thus, as we would expect, those who follow the 
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news more often have, on average, greater knowledge about the Supreme Court and 

Constitution than those who follow the news less. 

  Engagement with the Court 

      We asked respondents several questions about their level of engagement with the 

Court. These include questions asking (1) whether they attended a Constitution Day 

event, (2) listened to a recording of an oral argument, (3) read a Court opinion, (4) 

watched or listened to a confirmation hearing, (5) visited the National Constitution 

Center in Philadelphia, or (6) visited the Supreme Court in Washington D.C.. Table 3 

reports the mean knowledge scores for respondents who report being engaged in these 

activities (“Yes”) or not (“No”). In parentheses are the number of respondents reporting 

engagement or not. As we would expect, for all questions, respondents reporting having 

engaged in these activities, on average, score higher on our Knowledge Index than those 

who report not having engaged in them. For each activity, those who have been engaged 

score about two points higher. It is likely that these questions are subject to social 

desirability effects, where respondents know that it is socially more desirable to have 

been engaged in these activities and, consequently, are more likely to be dishonest, 

reporting that they have been engaged when they in fact have not. This likely explains (1) 

numbers of engagement much higher than we expected and (2) differences in knowledge 

scores lower than we expected. 

Table 3: Engagement with Court and Knowledge 
Activity No Yes 
1. Constitution Day Event 8.4 (570) 10.5 (236) 
2. Oral Argument 8.2 (531) 10.6 (275) 
3. Read Opinion



 
  Voting 

      We now consider how knowledge of the Supreme Court and Constitution are 

correlated with voter participation. The mean score on the knowledge index for those 

reporting having voted in the 2012 election is 9.5, compared to a mean score of 5.9 for 

non-voters. Likewise, the mean score for those reporting having voted in the 2013 New 

Jersey special election is 9.9, compared to a mean score of 6.9 for non-voters. Both 

differences are statistically significant at the p < 0.05 level. Clearly, those with greater 

knowledge of the Supreme Court and Constitution are more likely to vote than those with 

lower levels of knowledge.  This finding is consistent with other research that documents 

that a higher level of political knowledge in general is a strong predictor of voting.14  In 

this regard, a national survey conducted after the 2012 election by the Center for 

Information & Research on Civic Learning & Engagement (CIRCLE), found that the 

young people who did not vote lagged far behind peer voters in their political 

knowledge.15  

     In assessing the implications of higher knowledge for voting behavior, we were 

surprised to find that those who knew the appointment process for justices were not more 

likely to consider presidential or senatorial candidates’ positions on the Supreme Court in 

14 Carpini, Michael X. & Keeter,  226-227. 
    
15 



their voting decisions than those who did not understand the key role of the President and 

Senate in selection of justices. 

  Opinions of the Court 

      Finally, we consider how knowledge of the Supreme Court and Constitution are 

correlated with opinions of the Court. We found no correlation, however. The mean 

knowledge score for those reporting that the Court is doing an excellent job or a good job 

is 9.0 and 8.7, respectively, while the mean score for those reporting that the Court is 

doing a fair job or a poor job is 9.1 and 9.4, respectively. This finding is inconsistent with 

previous research that found greater knowledge of the Court is associated with stronger 

loyalty toward the institution.16 

Summary and Implications of Findings



to the Court and Constitution, which arguably are more important for responsible 

citizenship than knowing the names of justices, what the first 10 amendments to the 

Constitution are called, and how many justices are on the Supreme Court. That said, we 

are disheartened by lower levels of knowledge about the First Amendment, the lack of an 

Equal Rights Amendment, and the relatively few respondents able to identify the Judicial 

Branch as the branch that decides whether legislation is unconstitutional. 

      Regarding the correlates of knowledge, our findings are for the most part consistent 

with those of other studies. Those with higher levels of education and education that 

includes a civics course tend to know more about the Supreme Court and Constitution. 

Similarly, those who follow the news more often and get their news from sources that 

tend to have higher quality news (e.g., newspapers) tend to know more about the 

Supreme Court and Constitution. Those with higher knowledge also tend to have higher 

levels of engagement with the Court and are more likely to vote than those with lower 

levels of knowledge. However, inconsistent with prior research, we found that those with 

higher levels of knowledge were no more approving of the job of the Supreme Court than 

those with lower levels of knowledge. 

      Finally, we will note that we have been careful not to make causal statements 

regarding levels of knowledge because our data do not allow us to do so. For example, it 

is possible that those who have greater exposure to political news learn more about the 

Supreme Court and Constitution because they learn about them from the news. It is also 

possible that those with higher levels of knowledge are simply drawn to watch more news 

and do not learn any more as a result of greater news exposure. Similarly, it may be that 

those who are more engaged with the Court (e.g., visiting the National Constitution 
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Center or the Supreme Court itself) learn more as a result of this engagement, but it is 

also possible that those who know more about the Court are simply drawn to greater 

engagement because of their interest in the Court. Thus, while we are able to identify 

important correlates of knowledge of the Supreme Court and Constitution, we are not 

able to say with certainty that these correlates are causes or consequences of that 

knowledge, or just spuriously correlated. 

 
Recommendations  
 
 As discussed above, although 



who rely upon television, and, in particular, cable news as their main source of 

information about politics and government and the Supreme Court, in particular, 

enhancing classroom instruction on media literacy so as to strengthen students’ ability to 

critically analyze and evaluate information from all media sources is also advisable.18 

          In addition to in-class learning, expanding awareness of educational opportunities  

related to the Constitution that take place outside the classroom is also important.  The 

statutory mandate for educational programs related to the Constitution on September 17th  



high school students, a simulated congressional hearing in which students demonstrate 



iCivics, an online civic education platform founded in 2009 by Justice Sandra Day 

O’Connor “to reinvigorate[e] civic learning through interactive and engaging learning 

resources.”22  The iCivics website offers a variety of educational materials related to the 

Constitution, including games, interactive modules, curriculum units and lesson plans.   

Researchers have favorably evaluated the efficacy of iCivics tools for producing gains in 

civic knowledge and skills.23 

2.  Expand Support for Teacher Education and Professional Development for Teaching 
about the Constitution 
 
       Supporting teachers’ ability to teach effectively about the Constitution and the 

Supreme Court is also obviously very important.   A variety of legal and civic 

organizations offer professional development opportunities focused on deepening 

teachers’ knowledge of the federal courts and the Constitution.  We note, in particular, 

the Supreme Court Summer Institute for Teachers, sponsored by Street Law and the 

Supreme Court Historical Society in which participants spend six days on Capitol Hill 

and inside the Supreme Court learning about the Court, its past and current cases and how 

22 The iCivics website is at:  https://www.icivics.org 
 
23 E.g., Kei Kawashima-Ginsberg,  “Summary of Findings from the Evaluation of iCivics’ 
Drafting Board Intervention,” December 2012, The Center for Information & Research on Civic 
Learning & Engagement Working Paper #76, accessed March 4, 2014,  
http://www.civicyouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/WP_76_KawashimaGinsberg.pdf 
(finding that iCivics’ Drafting Board “is an effective intervention that has a significant and 
positive impact on students’ argumentative skills development”);  Karon N. LeCompte, Brandon 
L. Moore and Brooke Blevins, “The Impact of iCivics on Students’ Core Civic Knowledge.”  
Research in the Schools 18 (2011): 58-74 (finding statistically significant gains in mean test 
scores from pretest to posttest especially among younger students who played iCivics games and 
concluding “the iCivics curriculum likely has a positive effect on student learning of core civics 
knowledge and understanding”).  Additional studies are summarized on the iCivics website. 
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http://www.streetlaw.org/en/events/CalendarEvent/129/2015_Supreme_Court_Summer_Institute_for_Teachers
http://www.jamesmadison.gov/eligibility.php


programs and increasing funding for teachers to avail themselves of them is 

recommended.   

     Support for teachers is also available in classrooms through the Marshall-Brennan 

Constitutional Literacy Project.  Named in honor of the late United States Supreme Court 

Justices Thurgood Marshall and William J. Brennan, Jr., the project mobilizes the talent 

of second and third-year law students throughout the country to teach courses on 

constitutional law and juvenile justice in public high schools.   In New Jersey, law 

students at Rutgers School of Law

https://camlaw.rutgers.edu/cgi-bin/course-description.cgi?class=784
http://www.loc.gov/law/help/usconlaw/index.php
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution.html
http://www.sunnylandsclassroom.org/
http://www.law.georgetown.edu/library/research/guides/constitutionday.cfm


offers The Legal Eagle, a free newspaper for middle school students, as well as a variety 

of other free publications related to the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.35 

 
3.  Enhance Public Access to Information about the Supreme Court’s Proceedings and 
Decision-making 
 
 In recent years, the Supreme Court has slowly implemented changes to increase 

public access to its proceedings and decision-making.   The Court’s opinions and orders 

are posted and available free on its website (www.supremecourt.gov).  Beginning with 

the October 2000 Term, the Court made transcripts of oral arguments available free to the 

public and, starting in October 2010, the audio recordings of all arguments heard by the 

Court were made available free to the public on the Court’s website.36  Recordings of 

many past oral arguments are available on the Oyez Project website (www.oyez.org).  In 

his 2014 Year-End Report on the Federal Judiciary, Chief Justice Roberts annot4(r)eE0Et a 1 4 ( e n ) - ( l a ( 3 . ) 1 t o o 0 5 ) n

http://www.supremecourt.gov/
http://www.oyez.org/
http://www.njsbf.org/images/content/1/1/11565.pdf
http://www.supremecourt.gov/publicinfo/year-end/2014year-endreport.pdf


website, SCOTUSblog (www.scotusblog.com) posts petitions, briefs, opinions and both 

audio recordings and transcripts of oral arguments as well as scholarly commentary on 

leading Supreme Court cases.38  While only 

http://www.scotusblog.com/
http://www.americanbar.org/publications/preview_home/alphabetical.html
http://www.supremecourt.gov/oral_arguments/briefsource.aspx


http://www.scotusblog.com/2014/12/congress-again-considers-cameras-in-the-courtroom-including-at-the-supreme-court/
http://www.scotusblog.com/2014/12/congress-again-considers-cameras-in-the-courtroom-including-at-the-supreme-court/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX A 



Understanding the United States Constitution and the Supreme Court:  A Survey of New Jerseyans  
 
 
Constitution Poll Data and Summaries 
 

Where did you attend school for grades K to 12: 
 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 
All or mostly in New Jersey 515 62.2 62.2 62.2 
All or mostly outside of New 
Jersey 

259 31.3 31.3 93.5 

Or half in New Jersey and half 
somewhere else? 

54 6.5 6.5 100.0 

     
Total 827 100.0 100.0  

 
The majority of New Jersey adults (62 percent) attended school (grades K to 12) entirely in the 
state of New Jersey. An additional 7 percent attended New Jersey schools for at least of half of 
their schooling.  Alternatively, 31 percent of the adults participating in this poll attended K to 12 
schools outside of the state of New Jersey.  

 





Understanding the United States Constitution and the Supreme Court:  A Survey of New Jerseyans  
 
 
 

Q6. Which one of the following sources is your main way of getting information about the Supreme 
Court's latest rulings or other news about the current Court: 
 

s



Understanding the United States Constitution and the Supreme Court:  A Survey of New Jerseyans  
 
 
 

Q8. Please tell me whether or not you have ever participated in each of the following activities: 
Listened to an audio recording of an oral argument in the Supreme Court. 
 Frequency Percent Valid 

Percent 
Cumulative Percent 

YES 273 33.0 33.0 33.0 
NO 551 66.6 66.6 99.6 
NOT SURE/DON'T KNOW 3 .4 .4 100.0 
     
Total 827 100.0 100.0  

 
 

Q9. Please tell me whether or not you have ever participated in each of the following activities: 
Read a Supreme Court opinion. 
 Frequency Percent Valid 

Percent 
Cumulative Percent 

YES 282 34.1 34.1 34.1 
NO 536 64.8 64.8 98.9 
NOT SURE/DON'T KNOW 9 1.1 1.1 100.0 
     
Total 827 100.0 100.0  

 
 

Q10. Please tell me whether or not you have ever participated in each of the following activities: 
Watched or listened to Supreme Court confirmation hearings. 
 Frequency Percent Valid 

Percent 
Cumulative Percent 

YES 271 32.7 32.7 32.7 
NO 553 66.8 66.8 99.6 
NOT SURE/DON'T KNOW 4 .4 .4 100.0 
     
Total 827 100.0 100.0  

 
More than a quarter of New Jersey adults interviewed for this poll have participated in activities 
related to the Constitution or the Supreme Court. Twenty eight percent have attended a 
Constitution Day event; 33 percent have listened to an audio recording of Supreme Court oral 
argument; 33 percent have watched or listened to the confirmation hearings of Supreme Court 
justices; and, 34 percent said they have read a Supreme Court opinion.  
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Understanding the United States Constitution and the Supreme Court:  A Survey of New Jerseyans  
 
 

Q11. Please tell me whether or not you have ever participated in each of the following activities: 
Visited the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia. 
 Frequency Percent Valid 



Understanding the United States Constitution and the Supreme Court:  A Survey of New Jerseyans  
 
 
 
 

Q14. Which one of the following is your main source of news about government and politics? 



Understanding the United States Constitution and the Supreme Court:  A Survey of New Jerseyans  
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The New Jersey adults interviewed for this state-wide poll largely believe that a presidential 
candidate’s position on appointments to the U.S. Supreme Court is very important (45 percent) or 
somewhat important (37 percent). Only 17 percent regard a presidential candidate’s position on 
appointments to the U.S. Supreme Court as either not very important (12 percent) or not 
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Q23. The Supreme Court justices currently serve lifetime appointments, which means they serve 
until they choose to retire. Which one of the following best describes your opinion about Supreme 
Court terms: 
 Frequency Percent Valid 

Percent 
Cumulative Percent 

Justices should continue to 
serve life appointments 162 19.6 19.6 19.6 

There should be a 
mandatory retirement age 250 30.2 30.2 49.8 

Or they should be 
appointed for only a 
specific number of years 

385 46.6 46.6 96.4 

NOT SURE/DON’T KNOW 29 3.5 3.5 99.9 
REFUSE 1 .1 .1 100.0 
     
Total 827 100.0 100.0  

 
Opinions regarding terms limits for Supreme Court justice appointments were strong. Nearly half 
of New Jersey adults (47 percent) are of the opinion that Supreme Court justices should be 
appointed for a specific number of years and another 30 percent feel there should be a 
mandatory retirement age. Only 20 percent of those interviewed for this poll believe that 
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Q25. List as many Supreme Court justices as you can. 
 Frequency 
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26. Who is the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court?  
 Frequency 
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Stockton Polling Institute interviewer. The list included the name John Roberts. Sixty percent 
correctly said his name was on the list. 

(Q26D) 
Respondents were then asked to identify which name on the list read in Q26C belonged to the 
Chief Justice. Thirty-five percent identified the correct name. 

 

Q27. Which one of the following describes how justices get on the Supreme Court: 
 Frequency Percent Valid 

Percent 
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Q27 OPEN END. Which one of the following describes how justices get on the Supreme Court: 
 Frequency Percent Valid 

Percent 
Cumulative 
Percent 

They are elected by the 
people 3 3.3 3.3 3.3 

They are selected by the 
Governor of their state 1 1.1 1.1 4.3 

They are nominated by the 
President and confirmed by 
a majority of the U.S. 
Senate 

34 37.0 37.0 41.3 

They are appointed by the 
president 28 30.4 30.4 71.7 

NOT SURE/DON’T KNOW 14 15.2 15.2 86.9 

REFUSE 1 1.1 1.1 88.0 

OTHER 11 12.0 12.0 100.0 

Total 92 100.0 100.0 
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Q31. When our Constitution was first adopted in the late 1700s, did it ban slavery? 
 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 
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Most New Jersey adults know that the Constitution can be amended (85 percent); of those 
respondents, 
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Q34. Can you name any of the freedoms guaranteed by the First Amendment to the Constitution?  
 Frequency Percent Valid 

Percent 
Cumulative Percent 

FREEDOM OF SPEECH 648 28.8 28.8 28.8 
FREEDOM OF RELIGION 490 21.8 21.8 50.5 
FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 437 19.4 19.4 69.9 
FREEDOM OF 
ASSEMBLY/ASSOCIATION 448 19.9 19.9 89.8 

NONE NAMED/NOT SURE 217 9.6 9.6 99.5 
REFUSE 12 .5 .5 100.0 
     
Total 2252 100.0 100.0  

 
 
While 10 percent of New Jersey adults could not name or were not sure about freedoms 
guaranteed by the First Amendment, nearly a third (29 percent) cited freedom of speech. Three 
additional “guaranteed freedoms” identified include: freedom of religion (22 percent), freedom of 
assembly (20 percent) and freedom of the press (20 percent).  

P a g e  | 20 
 


	Cover-Constitution
	Const report - Wharton - Avery v3
	APPENDIX A
	Constitution Poll Report 2015-0408 v3



