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BY MICHAEL BUSLER

Should we Baby Boomers support the conservatives on the right or the liberals on the left? This has been a
difficult decision we have been facing for what seems like our entire lifetime.

The answer is: both, sometimes.

Most of us were leaning far to the left when we were in college. We decided the Vietnam War didn't make
sense and we were determined to end it. We supported the social programs that were enacted during the
mid-1960s, which we were convinced improved social welfare and were indeed a responsibility of an
advanced civilized society. We determined that social values were far outdated and we wanted to
experience the freedom to make our own judgments without social scorn. Liberalized attitudes and many
behaviors that conservatives simply would not allow became our determination. And we believed
government should be prepared to spend whatever was necessary to do this.

Then we got out into the working world.

Primarily because we were better educated than any generation before us, we fared very well. Then we
realized that all of those social programs had to be paid for by someone. That someone became us.
Government began to overtax the citizenry, especially those of us who were reasonably successful.

We had to swing our support to the conservative right. We believed that it knew how to hold spending to a
reasonable level. It could reduce the tax rates, especially for those who made significant contributions to the
economy.

The problem was the conservative right's social policy. On a number of issues, the conservatives' traditional
views seemed out of touch with the majority. Offsetting this, however, was the war situation in many parts of
the world. We believed that the conservatives would make a tougher response at a time when a tougher
response seemed appropriate.

But then that right seemed to get too tough with everyone worldwide. The lack of compassion and the
inability to compromise created a dismal view of America in many parts of the world. And to make it worse,
they started spending our money wildly. So, now what do we do?

There are two possible choices for placing our support. Either the right moves more to the left or the left
moves more to the right.

What the boomers believe is a consensus view from the right, would be to keep the general principles of
low government involvement in the economy. That means only absolutely necessary regulation, only
absolutely necessary government spending on public goods and social programs, and low taxes collected
in a manner that is deemed fair by the majority. Socially, the right needs to lighten up. As we did 30 to 40
years ago, we want to continue to have the freedom to make our own judgments, especially in areas that do
not negatively affect social welfare.

The consensus view from members of the left would be to: continue their principles of social responsibility
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and their uncanny ability to find a compromise position wherein each side feels that it has won more than it
has lost; continue to offer an olive branch where necessary and encourage open dialogue; and maintain a
responsible attitude toward personal decisions. But they ought to stop spending money we don't have,
especially in areas where we do not need to spend and stop thinking about overtaxing the high-achievers.

In about a year and a half, we will vote for all 435 members of Congress and 33 of the senators. By then,
either the right will become more liberal on social policy or the left will become more conservative on
economic policy. The one who can do it better will likely end up with the boomers' support and a majority in
Congress.

Michael Busler, Ph.D., is a fellow at the William J. Hughes Center for Public Policy and an associate
professor of finance at Richard Stockton College. Contact him at Michael.busler@stockton.edu.
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