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Carl Golden, former pre aide to Gov . Tom Kean and Chri tie Whitman,i a enior contri utinganal twiththe WilliamJ. Hughe
Center for Pu licPolic at tockton Univer it .

TH Y AR2015ha pa edintohi tor and,for NewlJer e governmentand politic ,itcan eneatl dividedintotwo part :Thefir t
dominated candal, inve tigation andindictment andthe econd Governor Chri tie' pur uitoftheRepu lican pre idential
nomination.

In etween, there occurred little of con equence.

Con ider:

*The Tran portation Tru tFund continue toinchtoward ankruptc .

*Thepu licpen ion temremain ignificantl underfunded andcontinue to inkfurtherintode t.
*Propert taxe continuetori eand,onaverage, remain the highe tin the nation.

*The economic future of AtlanticCit i tillindou t.

*Whether ca inogam lingwill e allowed to expand into northern New Jer e remain unre olved.

hould Chri tie continue hi national candidac —em oldened a trong howinginthe Fe .9 New Hamp hire primar election —
ignificantprogre onre olvingthe ei ue would eincon idera ledou t.

Ju ta heem race a trateg andput intomotion maneuver in furtheranceofthat trateg , o,too, will Democrat move intothe ear
with thegu ernatorial and legi lative election of 2017 in mind.

Chri tie' prolongeda ence fromthe tatea hi campaignunfold will mitigate again thi per onal participation in negotiating
olution and will add to the pu lic perceptionthathi intere tinNewlJer e i ue continue to fade.

Plummeting upport

Hi am ition ha exactedatoll, however,and Chri tie' favora ilit athomeha fallentohi toriclow while confidenceinhi a ilit to
handle the pro lem confronting the tate declined to the mid-20 percent range.

Moreover, the eemingaimle driftof tate governmentand the perceptionthatnoonei incharge have ecomeanincrea ingl ore
point. Iti no urpri e, then,thatwhileheaddre e audience inre taurant ,diner , ar andcommunit center inNew Hamp hire,a
majorit of NewJer e taxpa er andvoter now elieve he houldchoo e etweengovernor andcandidate.

The two major legi lativei ue —renewal of the Tran portation Tru tFundand horingupthe pu licpen ionand enefit temto
en urelongterm ta ilit —have eenlargel puta ide, eventhough othareapproachingcri i tatu .

Democrat upportaga olinetax increa e and have indicated awillingne to wap reduction inothertaxe —mo tnota | the tate'
inheritance and e tatetaxe —toavertTru tFundin olvenc inlJune.

Chri tie' anti-tax po ition, driven largel hi national candidac ,ha effectivel t miedeffort tore cuethe fundandprogre ha
eennon-exi tent.

The ame motive underlie hi refu altocon ideran additional funding for the pen ion  tem,in i tingupon greater emplo ee
conce ion and ignificantchange inthe mannerinwhichthe temoperate .Led enate Pre ident tephen weene ,legi lative
Democrat have eenadamantintheirdemand thatChri tielive uptohi commitmenttoincrea ethe tate' contri utiononan

e ta li hedtimeta le eforean conce ion arecon idered.
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