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BY CARL GOLDEN
THE RECORD

For Chri tie,the take arehighandhi futureatri k.

Carl Golden,apre aidetoformer Gov . Tom Kean and Chri tie Whitman,i a enior contri utinganal twiththe WilliamJ. Hughe
Center for Pu licPolic at tockton Univer it .

HAVING AR LY made the cutfor the fir tRepu lican pre idential candidate 'de ate (he fini hed ninth among the 10 contender
eligi le) Governor Chri tie eem onthe u le etagainfor participationinthe CNN- pon oredde ate atthe Ronald Reagan
Pre idential Li rar in imiValle ,Calif.,on ept.16.

With theground rule e entiall the ame—the 10candidate a mea ured poll trengthaveragewill einvited—Chri tiewill ein
a cram lewith ahalfdozenother to ecure3percentora ove upport. Adifferenceofa littlea ahalfapercentage point half national
expo ure and the opportunit to appear on an equal footing with the front runner or eing relegated to the undercard preceding the
main event.

For Chri tie,the take arehighandhi futureatri k. Afailuretoqualif willinten if thecurrentunder-the- reath murmuring that
heand hi campaignteam hould come toterm with realit ,and reach the painful and itter deci ion to end the que t.

Falling out of the top 10 will produce aflurr of peculation among national mediat pe thatChri tieha een reduced to fighting for
ta le crap withthelike of former en.Rick antorum,Gov. o Jindal, former Gov . George Pataki, Jim Gilmore and Rick Perr ,and
en.Lind e Graham.

He'll e lumped in with agroup of individual who e upportrange fromzeroto 2 percentand who e candidacie havealread een
written off.

Intruth, Chri tie’ candidac wa along hotfrom the out et. He joined a field that eventuall grewto17,and he ha failedto eparate
him elf from the pack, con i tentl pollinginthelow ingledigit well off the pace of former FloridaGov.Je u h; Wi con inGov. cott
Walker; en .MarcoRu io of Florida, Rand Paul of Kentuck and Ted Cruz of Texa ; former Arkan a Gov. Mike Hucka ee;andDr. en
Car on,aneuro urgeon.

He' een urpa ed OhioGov.JohnKa ichand,comingoffa trongperformanceinthepre-de atede ate pon ored Fox New
Channel, former Hewlett-Packard C O Carl Fiorina.If,a i widel elieved, othwina potinthede ate nextmonth,itwill further
marginalize Chri tie and potentiall queeze him out of the top 10.

The Trump factor

While Donald Trump ha continued to hold the lead in national polling, the part e ta li hment elieve (hope ?)hi confrontational
t leofin ult , flip-flop and half-truth ,coupledwithana enceofan u tantiveidea ,willeventuall ecome uchan
overwhelmingem arra mentthathi campaignwill elf-de truct.

Voter ,the areconvinced, will come totheir en e ,overcome their infatuation with Trump, and realize that hi ecuring the
nomination will lead to an electoral di a ter of epic proportion in2016.

Therei omevalidit totheargumentthat Trump’ unexpected ucce damaged Chri tie morethanan oneel e upplanting hima
the ra htruthtellerun ound political correctne andwillingto ma hall the fine china in the drawing room to make hi point .

Itdoe not, however, logicall follow that, hould Trump flame out, Chri tie would experiencea urgea the u ine man’ upporter
flowed to him. An  ump for Chri tiewould enegligi lea the Trumpcoalition— ucha iti —wouldlikel plinteranddi per e
it elfamong the other half-dozen or ocandidate with greatervia ilit .

ven Chri tie’ de atecla hwith Paul overthei ue of governmentcollectingcommunication datafrom American citizen (“Your
an weri ridiculou " aidthe governor tothe enator,and"Youhugged O ama" aidthe enator to the governor), failed to produce an
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