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phones. The poll’s margin of error is +/- 3.3 percentage points at a 95 percent confidence level and is lower in 

subsets of data. 

In April, the Hughes Center published research by Stockton political science professors Linda Wharton and James 

Avery which showed many adults in New Jersey do not know basic facts about the U.S. Constitution and Supreme 

Court. More than half could not name one Supreme Court justice. (Read the report at stockton.edu/hughescenter.) 

Wharton presented the findings at an April 16 conference of social studies teachers cosponsored by the Hughes 

Center and the Southern Regional Institute & Education Technology Training Center. A number of conference 

participants, including former Ambassador William J. Hughes and high school teachers, said that standardized tests 

and other curriculum mandates leave little to no time to teach about American government in the classroom. 

Hughes said having an informed and active citizenry is important for the success of the American political system. 

In other poll results, adults who had studied civics were more likely to get political news primarily from a print or online 

newspaper than those who did not take a class (38 percent to 21 percent). Sixty percent of those who never took a 

class were more likely to get information from TV news, while 43 percent of those who studied civics mainly get 

government news from TV. 

Finally, a majority of respondents opposed a suggestion by President Obama that the United States consider making 


