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BY CARL GOLDEN

THE RECORD

No matter the ultimate outcome — plea deals, trials, convictions or acquittals — the conclusion to what is arguably the most se rious 

political/governmental scandal in state history will follow the careers of Christie and Fishman and may well dictate the future  of each.

DEFINING moments — those instances of uncommon courage or inglorious shame that become so seared into the public psyche that th ey 

become forever associated with the persons involved — occur frequently in public life.

Political history overflows with such moments, ones that leap to mind immediately at the mention of a name or an event.

For Governor Christie and for U.S. Attorney Paul Fishman, the indictments of two individuals on  charges involving the closing o f access 

lanes to the George Washington Bridge in Fort Lee — immediat ely dubbed "Bridgegate" by many — qualify as such moments. 

The first to plead guilty was David Wildstei

No matter the ultimate outcome — plea deals, trials, convictions or acquittals — the conclusion to what is arguably the most se rious 

political/governmental scandal in state history will follow the careers of both Christie and Fishman and may well dictate the c ourse of 

the future of each. 

What began as a remarkably ill-advised attempt to punish a loca l mayor for resisting political en dorsement overtures from indiv iduals 

involved in Christie's campaign has now ended with an ignominious  parade up the steps of the federal courthouse in Newark throu gh a 

crush of television cameras and boom mikes. It's another in an  all-too-familiar scene — ironic ally, one that played out frequen tly with 

then-U.S. Attorney Chris Christie at the center.

The amateurish, bungled plot to create havoc and blame it on the mayor and its subsequent coverup ignited a 15-month investigat ion by 

the U. S. Attorney's Office, a probe that expanded in unforeseen directions and drew Christie administration staffers and high- ranking 

officials at the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey into a whirlpool of corruption, abuse of government power, egregious  

conflicts of interest an d personal enrichment.

The coverup story

The lane closures were initially treated with disdain by the administration as it promoted the cover story that it was all a pa rt of an 

authority-sanctioned traffic study. That na rrative was quickly discredited, and it wasn




