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Recently, the United States Supreme Court, in a 5 - 4  r u l i n g  o n  M c C u t c h e o n  v .  F e d e r a l  E l e c t i o n  

Commission, effectively overruled limits on aggreg a t e  c a m p a i g n  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  B e f o r e  t h e  r u l i n g ,  

i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  g i v i n g  n o  m o r e  t h a n  $ 1 2 3 , 0 0 0  t o  c a n d i d a t e s  a n d  p a r t y  c o m m i t t e e s  

p e r  e l e c t i o n  c y c l e .

T h e  d e c i s i o n  b y  t h e  c o u r t  a l l o w s  e v e n  m o r e  m o ney in a political system awash in dollars and 

i n f l u e n c e  p e d d l i n g .

F o r  s o m e  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  t h e  2 0 1 2  m e d i a n  h o u s e h o l d  income in the United States was $51,371; and, 

i n  N e w  J e r s e y  i t  w a s  $ 6 9 , 6 6 7 .  T h e s e  f i g u r e s  a r e  f r o m  t h e  U . S .  C e n s u s  B u r e a u  A m e r i c a n  C o m m u n i t y  

Survey.

N o t  o n l y  d o e s  t h i s  r u l i n g  d e m o n s t r a t e  h o w  o u t  o f  s y n c  W a s h i n g t o n  i s  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  i t  

a l s o  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  d e g r e e  t o  w h i c h  W a s h i n g t o n  i s  n o t  i n  t u n e  w i t h  r e g u l a r  A m e r i c a n s .



Daniel J. Douglas is the director of the William J. Hughes Center for Public Policy at The Richard 
Stockton College of New Jersey.
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