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The administration seems more out-of-control than capable of  effective spin control or 
damage control

Is it just me or are the peopl e doing their best to put the 
Bridgegate scandal behind them instead doing and saying things 
to keep the stor y aliv e?

Consider: 

It then went a bridge too far by attacking form e r Deputy Chief of Staff Bridget Kelly, who set the 
lane closing s into moti o n, as  emot i o n a l l y unst a b l e and suggesting that Hoboke n Mayor Dawn 
Zimm er, who accused the administration of impro p er ly withho lding Federal relief funds from her 
town, was delusional. The resul t i n g upro a r over what struck most as grat u i t o u s and sexist in the 
extre m e undermined the report even further.

The goal is to help one anothe r douse the flames of controv e r s y. The peopl e invo l v ed in these 
incidents have taken a firep l ace bello w s to it inst e ad.

The strategy -- such as it is -- seems to be to  endure public embarras s m e n t in the inter e st of 
obscuring the pol itically per tin e n t.

Each reve la t io n has led to an immediate round of news stories, compl e te with all the backgro und 
material, ensurin g that it wil l not fade from the public consciousn e ss anyt i m e soon.

The atten t i o n give n to the scandal and to the governor has increased exponentially in natio n a l 
news outl e t s, mass circulatio n ma ga z i n e s, popu la r blog s, and websites widely read by the political 
cognoscenti.

The team of attor n e y s hired by the Christie administration to 
conduct an internal revie w to determine if anyone in the 
gover n o r ’ s office was invol v ed issued a report that, to no 
one’ s surp r i s e, abso l v ed the governor and his top staff from 

any resp o n s i b i l i t y in the closin g of access lanes to the George Washingt o n  Bridge in Fort Lee 
last Septemb e r. 

•

Senate President Steve Sweeney, often an ally of Gov. Chris Christi e, told the Star-Ledger 



While Christi e ’s decline in the polls has slow ed somewhat, they continu e to demonstrate serious 


