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Carl Golden, a former press aide to Govs. Tom Kean and Christie Whitman, is a senior
contributing analyst with the  William J. Hughes Center for Public Policy at the Richard
Stockton College of New Jersey.

IF THERE WERE any doubts remaining about the lack of enthusiasm on the part of New
Jersey Democratic Party leaders for the guberratorial candidacy of Middlesex County state
Sen. Barbara Buono, they've been buried once and for all by events of the past few weeks.

In rapid succession, Buono, the presumptive
nominee, endured the following:

fElizabeth Mayor Christopher Bollwage — who
briefly inserted himself in the gubernatorial
candidacy mix — said her campaign was
uninspired and, while he said he’d vote for her,
he implied he might have to be dragged to the
polling place to do so.

FSenate President Stephen Sweeney, who'’s
been at odds with Buono frequently, said he’s
considering moving a tax cut bill through the
Senate, reversing the party’s yearlong posture
and potentially handing Governor Christie a major accomplishment for his reelection
campaign.
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FEssex CountyExecutive Joe DiVincenzo continued to host and praise Christie and, when
asked if Buono would be welcome at his upcomig fundraising event, sneered: “She can buy
a ticket.”

FEssex CountyDemocratic Party chairman Phil Thigpen admitted he knew many fellow
party members who refused to support Buono and muttered: “She’s got a lot of work to do.”

FAnonymous party sources spoke of oppositionto Buono’s reported choice for state party
chair, even though historically both partie s have given their gubernatorial nominees the
courtesy of selecting the leader followed by full committee ratification. Others broke ranks
and expressed support for her prerogative, highlighting the internal division.

On her own
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Both DiVincenzo and Newark leader Steve Adubato Sr. enjoy close relationships with
Christie and have vested interests in continuing them. Some party insiders have predicted a
DiVincenzo endorsement of Christie, although the county executive’s actions so far have
been tantamount to one, and more definitive public comment isn't necessary.

None of this, of course, is lost on Buono. Shes aware of Sweeney'’s efforts earlier this year to
recruit a candidate other than her and she understands the view that she cannot defeat
Christie, so there’s no benefit in hitching the party’s future to a losing cause.

While Christie remains the overwhelming favori te, recent polling reveals a decline in his
support and, more troubling for him perhaps, dissatisfaction with his handling of the
intertwined issues of job creation, economic recovery and the state’s persistently high
unemployment rate.

Buono will most certainly focus on these issuesand try to make the case that a change in
leadership is critical if the state is to restore its economic health and vitality.

The task is difficult enough without the added burden of looking over her shoulder at party
leaders whose interest in her success appears non-existent.
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