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Those who support change argue that it is crucial for the party to expand its reach to
attract voting blocs who feel the party is uninterested in offering them a home. Others
contend that candidates lost because they failed to draw clear distinctions between
their view of government and that offered by Democrats.

The tension is not new, of course, but it assumed greater visibility with the rise of the
Tea Party and protracted and embarrassing intra-party disputes in the House of
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