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SOMERS POINT — Like the divided Supreme Court that upheld President Barack Obama’s federal health
insurance overhaul, opinions in South Jersey on the issue were also split.

Outside of AtlantiCare’s Urgent Care center, Manika Das, 29, said she supported the decision.

“I think everyone should have health care coverage,” said Das, of
Atlantic City, leaving the center after getting a prenatal checkup for
her second child. She added, “And the government should help all
the people who cannot afford health care.”

Andrew Stasiowski, 69, exhaled loudly when told of the Supreme
Court’s decision a few minutes later, then added, “Oh, my God.”

Stasiowski, of Leesburg, Fla., said, “I think the Democrats have
gone in more of a communistic direction. People don’t have the
choices they want.”

The 5-4 ruling Thursday morning upheld a central tenet of the 2010
Affordable Care Act, ruling that people can be penalized for not

having health care. Writing for the majority, Chief Justice John Roberts said the penalty was tantamount to a tax,
which Congress has the power to enact.

Stasiowski criticized the law because he said he believes it will require his tax dollars be spent on health care for
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Inside AtlantiCare itself, doctors and administrators said the ruling justified some of the decisions that the company
has made as it has sought to change the way it provides medical care.

The ruling is important, said AtlantiCare President and CEO David Tilton, because those who have health care have
better access to care and that generally improves the overall health of the community.

It was also important because the health care organization, which employees more than 5,400 people and 600 doctors
in more than 60 locations, has in recent years begun moving away from the historical fee-for-service model to one
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