


president — the bitterness and harsh
personal tone of the exchange between
Lautenberg and Sweeney may have opened a
chasm too wide to bridge.

It is telling that none of Lautenberg’s House
colleagues rose to his defense. Democratic
county chairs and acknowledged party
leaders remained silent as well.

Normally, the state chairman would intervene
and attempt to dial down the rhetoric and
negotiate a truce, but the heavyweight
personalities involved in this fight appear to
be beyond the control or persuasion of
Chairman John Wisnewski.

The end game may be a concerted effort to
persuade Lautenberg to retire when his
current term ends in 2014 by warning that a
serious and well-funded primary challenge
awaits him and that he’ll not enjoy the kind
of broad-based party support that enabled



