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While there was much excitement surrounding the 2016 

Presidential election, but 2017 is a pivotal year for New Jersey as a new 

governor will be elected and several high-profile legislators are either 

retiring or vying for advancement. The new government faces substantial 

public problems, the solutions to which will have short- and long-term 

implications for the state’s college students. Criminal justice reform, the 

opioid epidemic, taxes, investment in higher education, the under-funded 

pension obligation, and many other issues, will shape students’ decisions 

of whether to remain in New Jersey and contribute or leave. Alas, 

political participation tends to be the lowest among younger voting-aged 

citizens, including traditional college students (File 2014). This limits 

their voice in politics.  

Recent research by the William J. Hughes Center demonstrated the 

need for institutional support in the development of comprehensive civic 

learning programs in higher education (Forrestal 2016). T his report aims 

to provide institutional support for a specific slice of civic engagement. 

Namely, I seek to amplify student voices in the pressing policy problems 

facing the new government in New Jersey. Two types of student civic 

engagement are represented. First, the report presents survey data on 

student views regarding the most important problems facing New Jersey. 

Second, it includes deeper policy briefs on many of these issues. This 

report does not claim to provide the definitive perspective on college 

student desires for state government. It does, however, provide data on a 
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slice of students attending public two- and four-year institutions in New 

Jersey, which should be of interest to policymakers who care about this 

emerging set of voters and workers. Furthermore, the report 

demonstrates how institutional resources can be used to foster civic 

engagement among our students, so that the voices of these future 

residents and taxpayers can be better heard. 

This report will progress as follows. First, it provides a brief 

background on some of the current challenges facing New Jersey’s 

college students, as reported by the media and other researchers. Then, 

results of a statewide survey of college students are presented in order to 

gain a better appreciation for what a sample of students view as the most 

important problems facing the state, whether the state is headed in the 

right direction or on the wrong track, and their perception of the state’s 

economy. The broader survey is then followed by a section of policy 

decision briefs written by students at Stockton University. The briefs 

provide a deeper view of the issues that are most important to college 

students. They also serve as an educational tool for lawmakers and the 

public. Furthermore, most provide specific recommendations for policy 

action, thus allowing readers to gain an appreciation for the students’ 

perspectives on tackling each problem. The report will conclude with 

thoughts on how New Jersey’s public institutions can encourage student 

civic engagement beyond voting and have student voices heard on 

pressing public policy matters.  
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Challenges Facing New Jersey’s College Students 1 

College students are in a season of life where they face large 

transitions and uncertainties. Uncertainties about career paths and 

whether there will be a job for them at the end of their studies. College 

students, even those at Ivy League institutions like Harvard, express 

concerns about economic growth and job availability (Menon 2016). Even 

though economic news was more positive in 2016, New Jersey’s economy 

has not grown nearly as fast as the overall U.S. economy since the end of 

the Great Recession (Marcus 2016). The state ranks 32 nd  in terms of 

overall unemployment (Bureau of Labor Statistics 2017) and 50 out of 51 

states (and the District of Columbia) in terms of its foreclosure rate 

(RealtyTrac 2016). New Jersey also commonly ranks at or near the top 

rates for all of its methods of taxation (Drenkard and Kaeding 2016, 

Kaeding 2016, Klernan 2016). Ultimately, a 2017 report by WalletHub 

rated New Jersey as 40 out of 51 for Millennial 2 quality of life (Bernardo 

2017). 

  

                                                        
1 I have ch osen to focus this section of the report on “traditional” college students, 
using age (under 25) as the demarcation of traditional. 1 There are many different views 
as to what constitutes a traditional versus non -traditional student (National Center for 
Education Statistics 2015) , however I have chosen this approach because it keeps the 
focus on the age cohort (18 -29) of greatest recent concern regarding civic engagement in 
the United States (Putnam 2000)  and globally (United Nations n.d.) . That being said, 
both traditional and non -traditional students completed the included survey and 
submitted included policy briefs.  



6 
 
 

In addition to broader economic trends, increases in college tuition 

and debt load are of substantial concern to college students. Costs 
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aged 18-24 (New Jersey Business & Industry Association 2016). In fact, 

the overall net loss of Millennials remains, even when accounting for in-

migration of 18 to 30 year olds. Meaning, young people, educated by the 

publically funded K-12 school system, are leaving New Jersey and not 

returning. The outmigration is at least in part due to the fact that New 

Jersey does not have enough higher education capacity for its own 

students (New Jersey Higher Education Task Force 2010). Thus, 
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into the pressing policy debates in Trenton. 4 Millennials are left out of 

state legislatures across the country (Beitsch 2015), and New Jersey is 

no exception. No legislators are under the age of 30 now and the median 

age is 57 for members of the Assembly and Senate (Froonjian and 

Coopersmith 2016). Thus, legislators must use other means for 

understanding student views. I turn now to one source of such 

information: a survey of New Jersey college students from across the 

state.  
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into the perspectives of respondents and a reference point for future 

survey research.  

The first survey question addressed student views on the most 

important problem facing New Jersey. It was adapted from Gallup’s Most 

Important Problem (MIP) question. Table 1 below displays the major 

topics referenced by each student. 5 The majority (55%) of respondents 

indicated economic issues as most important, with taxes being of 

greatest concern. This actually stands in stark contrast to Gallup’s 

national poll. In their results from April and May 2017, Gallup only 

found 24 and 21 percent of Americans, respectively, concerned about 

economic issues. 6  

Perhaps unsurprisingly, the cost of higher education (including 

tuition and student debt) and jobs were the next most oft-cited economic 

problems in the survey. Lawmakers in Trenton should pay particular 

attention to the fact that our student respondents reported issues of 

distrust in government and leadership (state and federal) as the most 

important non-economic problem. Additional research should be 

conducted, specifically in New Jersey, as to why students distrust state 

government.  

                                                        
5 It is important to note that a few res pondents included multiple problems in their 
response, thus the total number of responses is higher than the total number of 
respondents.  
6 See http://www.gallup.com/poll/1675/most -important -problem.aspx  for historical 
trends in responses to this question nationally.  
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Distrust in government is followed closely in importance by drug 

abuse, which Governor Christie is championing in his final year in office. 

Considering the rapidly growing overdose epidemic in New Jersey 

(Stirling 2016), this issue is likely to remain a concern after the elections.  

Table 1. Results from April-May 2017 Survey of New Jersey College Students: 
Most Important Problems Facing the State 

 April -May  
2017  

Economic Problems (Net)  55.07  
Taxes 17.40  
Cost of Higher Education  7.43  
Jobs  5.57  
State Finances  5.07  
General Economy  4.05  
Financial Security  2.20  
Poverty  1.86  
Wages 1.52  
Atlantic City  0.84  
Union Contracts  0.84  
North Jersey Casinos  0.68  
Debt (Unspecified)  0.68  
Agriculture  0.34  
  
Social Problems (Net)  44.93  
Government (Distrust, 
Leadership)  

8.61  

Drug Abuse  8.45  
Education  7.77  
Environment  7.26  
Infrastructure  3.38  
Healthcare  2.87  
Criminal Justice (Crime, 
Reform)  

2.36  

General Social  2.03  
Racism  1.18  
Immigration  0.51  
Other  0.51  
n = 592 items mentioned by 565 respondents  
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 The second question in our survey asked respondents: “Is the state 

of New Jersey going in the right direction or is it on the wrong track?” As 

Figure 1 
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Figure 2. Comparison of Our Respondents with Recent Statewide 
Polling Results 

 
 

 The final opinion question in our survey asked students to rate the 

New Jersey economy on a scale from excellent to terrible. While the 

plurality of our respondents (47 percent) was neutral regarding the 

sr1 Tf
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Figure 3. Respondent's Views Regarding the New Jersey Economy 

 
 

 
 In addition to the above opinion questions, we asked respondents 

whether they had voted in the 2016 Presidential election and anticipate 

voting in the 2017 Gubernatorial and Legislative elections. As Figures 4 

and 5 display, our respondents appear to be quite politically engaged. 

Eighty-one percent reported voting in the 2016 election and 64 percent 

reported that they anticipate voting in 2017. The voting rate for 2016 is 

much higher than the overall youth turnout rate nationally 9 and the 

anticipated voting rate for 2017 is far higher than historical voter turnout 

among 18-29 year olds in New Jersey. 10 While this may be criticized as 

bias in our ability to present the priorities of New Jersey’s public college 

                                                        
9 CIRCLE (2016)  reported roughly 50 percent turnout in 2016 among 18 -29 year  olds.  
10 Only 18 percent of 18- 29 year olds voted in the 2013 gubernatorial election (CIRCLE 
2013) .  
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Figure 5. Anticipation That Respondents Will Vote in the 2017 New 
Jersey Election 

 
 

 
Additional Insight from Kean Students 

In addition to our survey that was issued statewide, Dr. Jacqueline 

Keil has graciously provided additional data regarding the views of 

students at Kean University. Students in a course on state and local 

politics conducted this survey in the spring semester of 2017. The 

students helped to design the survey as a pedagogical exercise and then 

used convenience sampling for fielding the survey. 11 A total of 160 

students responded. Some questions were similar to our survey, but 

there were also divergent questions that provide additional insight into 

student views regarding New Jersey state government.  
                                                        
11 Students circulated the survey to peers in their classes.  
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A clear majority of survey respondents (70.6%) indicated being 

either very interested (17.5%) or somewhat interested (53.1%) in New 

Jersey politics. Meaning, only 29.4% of the sample was not interested at 

all in the state’s political affairs. Like our sample, these students appear 

to be highly politically engaged. Of the 160 total respondents, 69.4% 

(self) reported that they voted in the 2016 Presidential election. 

Furthermore, 70% reported that they intend to vote in the 2017 New 

Jersey elections. As with our sample, it seems unlikely. The views 

expressed by this sample are again reflective of college students with a 

higher propensity to vote.  

In terms of the present Christie and Trump Administrations, the 

majority of respondents were unfavorable towards both. In total, 71.9% 

indicated being either somewhat dissatisfied (23.8%) or very dissatisfied 

(48.1%) with the Christie Administration. Only 13.1% were very satisfied 

(1.8%) or somewhat satisfied (11.3%). The remainder was unsure (15%). 

As for the Trump Administration, the majority (66.9%) provided an 

unfavorable evaluation, with 53.1% being very unfavorable. Interestingly, 

this means that fewer respondents were unfavorable towards the Trump 

Administration than the Christie Administration, although the proportion 

of highly negative opinions was higher. It is important to recognize, 

however, that 48.8% of respondents self-identified with the Democratic 

Party.  
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Of particular interest to the present report, students were asked 

the following question: “If you could improve ONE thing in New Jersey, 

what would it be? (For example, taxes, public transportation, road 

conditions, environmental conditions, etc.).” This is akin to the most 

important problem question presented above. Table 2 displa ys the 

results from the Kean University sample. It is important to note that 

though he answer was open-ended, the majority of respondents chose 

one of the example answers (taxes and transportation). In this sample, 

the relative importance of economic versus social problems is flipped, 

compared to Table 1  above. Over half of these respondents listed social 

problems as their top concern. Transportation issues were the most non-

economic (roads, public transportation, etc.). Taxes are clearly the most 

substantial economic problem, far more so than jobs or the broader 

economy.  
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Table 2. Results from Kean University Sample: Things Students 
Would Improve in New Jersey 

 Spring  
2017  

Economic Problems (Net)  44.97  
Taxes 36.69  
Cost of Living  4.14  
Cost of Higher Education  2.96  
Jobs  0.59  
Public Sector Pension  0.59  
  
Social Problems (Net)  55.03  
Transportation  37.28  
Environment  4.73  
Education  3.55  
Government (Distrust, 
Leadership)  

2.96  

Criminal Justice (Crime, 
Policing)  

2.37  

Legalizing Marijuana  1.78  
Infrastructure  1.18  
General Social  0.59  
Gun Rights  0.59  
n = 169  items mentioned by 160  respondents  

 

The New Jersey college students surveyed above are concerned 

about many pressing issues facing the new legislature and governor. 

There are particularly broad concerns about their ability to afford living 

in the state. Having established this broader perspective of student 

views, I now turn to an opportunity for a group of students to dive deeper 

into specific issues that they care about.  
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Most Important Problem Policy Proposals 
 

 The preceding survey provided one window into the policy views of 

students at New Jersey’s public universities and colleges, but the 

following section of this report offers a deeper perspective. In the spring 

of 2017, students at Stockton University prepared two-page policy 

decision briefs on what they viewed as the most important problem 

facing the next New Jersey government. Marijuana legalization was the 

most popular policy topic, but was rivaled in total by a collection of 

issues related to the economy and affordability, including affordable 

housing, tax abatements, minimum wage, the gas tax, welfare, and 

infrastructure. 

 Students spent the semester researching their topic and preparing 

to write this final brief. Most are advocacy briefs, meaning the students 

make recommendations for solutions to the problem they address. These 

are, of course, works of students learning not only the subject matter, 

but also the art of persuasive writing. Meaning, the briefs below vary 

greatly in quality. Each was lightly edited before publication, but I strove 

to allow the student’s voice to still shine through. The following set of 

briefs is therefore informative on the issue as well as the students’ 

perspectives on each topic. Please see Appendix B for the list of 
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Municipal Tax Abatements  
Gavin C. Rozzi  

New Jersey municipalities can grant tax 
abatements, which allow for a significant reduction 
or elimination of property taxes paid to local 
government by certain types of development 
projects. Currently, New Jersey law gives 
municipalities broad discretion to grant tax 
abatements; the vast majority of abatements 
negotiated between municipalities and developers 
do not provide for any revenue to taxing entities 
other than the municipal government – such as 
counties, fire districts and boards of education. This 
is because existing state law does not require the 
municipality to distribute the revenue derived from 
abatements as they do regular property taxes 
collected from other properties with their borders.  
 
The lack of limits placed on municipalities allows 
for potential abuses of their discretion to issue 
abatements, due to the significant control given to 
local land use and municipal officials over them. 
Additionally, despite economic benefits touted by 
abatement proponents, they can negatively impact 
local property tax revenue by creating budget 
shortfalls for other taxing entities that lose out on 
revenue from abatement agreements. They can also 
create unsustainable problems for the 
municipality’s tax base by shifting the tax burden 
elsewhere, resulting in an inevitable increase 
elsewhere.  
 
Types of Tax Abatements in New Jersey  
There are two primary types of tax abatements 
authorized by state law that can be granted by 
municipalities in the state. Short-term abatements 
can last up to 5 years and can cover properties such 
as single and multi-family homes along with some 
types of commercial properties.  
Long-term abatements can be granted for up to a 
maximum of 30 years, or shorter if the duration is 
capped by municipal ordinance. 

Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT)  
Common to both long-term and short-term 
abatements are payment in lieu of taxes (PILOT) 
agreements. These agreements, which are 
negotiated between the municipal governing body 
and the developer receiving the abatement, specify 
an annual service charge that will be paid to the 
municipality; this charge is typically far lower than 
regular property tax rates and not subject to yearly 
increases in rates faced by regular property 
taxpayers.  
 
Policy I mplications  
If the inherent inequities surrounding tax 
abatements are not addressed by state officials, the 
potential exists for significant shifts in the tax 
burden. Existing tax abatements granted by 
municipalities have deprived schools and counties 
of revenue, leading to painful tax increases 
elsewhere to make up for the shortfalls.  
 
Policy Recommendations  
• State law governing tax abatements must be 
amended to provide a portion of PILOT revenue to 
taxing entities like school boards, counties and fire 
districts that currently miss out on tax revenue 
they would otherwise receive.  

• Limits should be placed on the ability of 
municipalities to grant tax abatements to new 
development projects.  

• Independent evaluation of costs / benefits should 
be required through the Local Finance Board 
before tax abatements can be granted to prevent 
municipal abuses of discretion or collusion.  

• A centralized database of tax abatements should 
be created to promote transparency and allow 
public to understand their impact.  
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Conclusion  
While tax abatements can be a valuable tool to 
encourage development and revitalize blighted areas, 
their unchecked use can cause revenue shortfalls to 
other taxing entities aside from the municipalities 
that benefit from them, presenting cause for concern. 
State reform and oversight of municipal abatements 
is essential to prevent long-term tax inequities and 
budget shortfalls, while ensuring that the public 
interest is served.  
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 “Agana Shopping Center” by Abasaa is Public Domain.  

 

Case Study: Stafford Township Landfill 
Redevelopment Project  
The township council of Stafford Township (Ocean 
County) authorized the granting of long-term tax 
abatements to developer Walters Group to build a 
shopping complex, which resulted in a PILOT 
agreement with the developer. As a part of the 
agreement, the dev
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New Jersey’s Mi nimum Wage  
Chanel Johnson  

Today’s minimum hourly wage in New Jersey is 
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the years but we need something to go in effect 

right now for the struggling families. It does not 

have to be $15 per hour but it should be more than 

$8.44 per hour. East Orange Mayor Lester E. Taylor 

III has agreed to sign the proposal for raising the 

minimum wage to $15 per hour. He feels the 

working class families should be put first and not 

have to struggle anymore. Essex County Board of 

Chosen Freeholders says the average worker 

cannot afford the basic living needs with the 

minimum wage at its current value. The minimum 

wage is low but the cost of living in New Jersey 

continues to increase. If government leaders agree 

that the minimum wage is not helping the average 

working New Jersey resident then this is a major 

problem that needs to be fixed soon.  The increase 

of the minimum wage would help many struggling 

people on a daily basis without picking up extra 

hours or even a second job.  

 
 “Fast food workers on strike for higher minimum wage and 
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Recommendation One : Tax Overtime  
One way to reduce the burden of the increased gas 
tax is to raise it gradually over time. For instance, in 
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About Gas Tax 
The gas tax was instated during the past year. It 
was a 23 cent increase on our gas prices; therefore, 
the tax on gas in New Jersey is now 37.5 cents.

 
Davis, Carl. (2016). “Five States Change Their Gas Tax Rates on 
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So combined the state could save over $81 billion 
for the road work they would have to do for the 
entire state. This would completely get rid of the 
gas tax that would only bring in $32 billion over the 
next eight years and still have around $50 billion to 
use.  
 
Conclusion  
In conclusion, the gas tax will help the state with 
money for the maintenance of roads. The tax starts 
at 23 cents and will rise all the way up to 37. 5 
cents per gallon. It will give the state around $32 
billion over the next 8 years. While cutting at or 
away at some of the other taxes. Many people were 
confused on what the amendment said about the 
gas tax in 2016. It was a good thing voters voted 
yes because it made sure all the money created 
from the gas tax would go to the transportation 
fund. The two changes I would make would be to 
start off with a 14 cent increase and have it 
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Counterproductive Welfare Regulations  
Isola Webbe  

It has been over two decades since the Democratic 
President Bill Clinton passed a Republican-
sponsored bill to reconstruct the nation’s social 
services system (NJ Spotlight). The former 
president instituted the Personal Responsibility 
and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996. 
The law replaced the Aid to Families with 
Dependent Children Program (AFDC), which 
provided social services for eligible individuals, 
with the Temporary Assistance to Needy Families 
Program (TANF), now commonly referred to as 
welfare. 
 
New Jersey’s welfare system, governed by the 
Department of Human Services, uses the Division of 
Family Development as its primary source of 
information pertaining to programs and services. 
Under the division are smaller county agencies and 
designated locations that distribute services and 
resources to eligible individuals and families. The 
focus of this brief is on the WorkFirst NJ Program 
(WFNJ).  
 
What is WorkFirstNJ?  
The WorkFirst NJ Program is focused on helping 
recipients get off welfare and into employment. The 
program is among many other overseen by the 
Division of Family Development. WFNJ recipients 
may receive cash benefits and certain cases are 
eligible for Emergency assistance, which can 
include clothing, shelter, temporary rental 
assistance, and more. The services are provided 
through the Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families (TANF). The General Assistance (GA) 
program is also available for welfare recipients 
who are eligible.  
 
Per the Division of Family Development webpage, 
the program highlights work as the first step in the 
positive direction towards building a new life and 
“brighter future.”  

The Issue 
Welfare regulations in New Jersey, specifically 
regarding those of the WorkFirst New Jersey 
Program (WFNJ), are counterproductive. The 
failure to properly incorporate changes within the 
local and national economy and in regulating 
services encourages a long-term dependency on 
welfare programs.  
 
Quarterly reports of welfare programs in New 
Jersey were recently released on the Department of 
Human Services website. In 2016, the TANF 
caseload decreased by 6,851 cases, from 27,787 in 
July 2015 to 20,936 in July 2016 (STATS). 
Individuals and families who are receiving services 
or those who need services are wrapped in 
regulations that both limit their eligibility for 
services and the amount of resources that they can 
receive. The ACLU expressed its concerns regarding 
a welfare reform legislation. The legislation 
discussed five issues pertaining to the following: 
arbitrary time limits of services, child exclusion 
rules, limits to amounts payable to individuals and 
families, and the denial of benefits to legal aliens 
and convicted felony drug offenders (Welfare).  
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Recommendation  
While some may argue that money is not the 
answer to all the problems in New Jersey, better 
resources and increased funding can be a solution 
to the welfare problem. I recommend a strategic 
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The Gateway Project  
Ryan Sims  

The Issue 
New Jersey is the most densely populated state in 
the country. Meaning, we have the most citizens in 
the least amount of space. Due to our geographic 
proximity, many of our residents commute daily to 
New York for their jobs. New Jersey sends three 
times as many workers to New York than New York 
sends to New Jersey (Frassinelli 2013). In 2009, 16 
percent of Manhattan commuters came from North 
Jersey (Moss et al. 2012). Further, from 2002 to 
2009, Manhattan saw a 21 percent increase in 
commuters from Northern New Jersey, the largest 
of any source (Moss et al. 2012).  

The current infrastructure supporting almost all of 
these commuters is the Holland Tunnel. The tunnel, 
opened in 1927, was an incredible engineering feat 
for its time. However, time has taken its toll and 
this vital path between New York and New Jersey 
needs fixing. Amtrak CEO Joseph Boardman has 
stated that the current tunnel has 20 years before 
one or both tracks inside the tunnel must be shut 
down (Strunsky 2014). Clearly, the clock is ticking.  

 
“Holland Tunnel-Tollbooths” by formulaone licensed under  

CC BY-SA 2.0 

Gateway Project  
Enter the Gateway Project. It is a comprehensive 
solution to a fast-growing problem facing New 
Jersey and New York. It will consist of a brand new 
“Hudson Tunnel” being built next to the existing 
Holland Tunnel. The new tunnel, in conjunction 
with the rehabilitation of the existing tunnel, will 
double the number of trains that can pass through 
between New York and New Jersey daily.  
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Cost-Benefit Analysis  
With all of this in mind, a Cost-Benefit Analysis 
done by Amtrak found that even with conservative 
discount estimates, the cost-benefit ratio for the 
Gateway Project would be 2.16 (Gardner 2016). 
Meaning, the wide-ranging economic benefits of the 
Project will greatly outweigh its costs.  
 
Funding for the Project will not be small. 
Preliminary estimates have put the total cost of the 
project at $24 billion (Rinde 2016). The states of 
New York and New Jersey have agreed to split the 
cost of the project. More recently, the Port 
Authority of New York and New Jersey set aside 
$2.7 billion for the project. The next governor of 
New Jersey must continue these plans and make 
this vital project a priority.  
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Benefits  
The benefits of the Gateway Project go far beyond 
commuters being able to get to work faster. With a 
new and improved tunnel, Manhattan gains and 
maintains its access to the workforce that New 
Jersey commuters have to offer. Their skills and 
services are essential to New York City’s economy 
and, by extension, their ability to get to the city is 
essential as well. The total income of all New Jersey 
commuters in Manhattan totals over $33 billion 
annually (Gardner 2016). Without a suitable 
replacement to the infrastructure, Manhattan and 
New Jersey will lose a considerable portion of this 
income. The tunnel itself will also be a large job 
creator. Jobs will be created for the approximately 
eight year
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Lower the Property Tax in New Jersey  
Charles Alyanakian  

New Jersey is one of most densely populated states 
in the country; only Rhode Island has more 
residents per square mile. A dense population 
indicates that it costs more money to provide 
services. When there are a lot of people located in 
one area, the cost of public services like public 
works will cost the residents of the Garden State 
more to live here. Because of how densely 
populated the state is, New Jersey is among the top 
10 states in which to live in the country. Marc 
Pfeiffer, the assistant director for the Bloustein 
Local Government Research Center, points to the 
cost of property tax for the reason why the state 
has become increasingly expensive. Unlike other 
states where county and municipal governments 
impose local income and sales taxes, this is not 
allowed in New Jersey, which means the property 
tax collected pays the bills for local government, 
schools and whatever other county expenses that 
need to get paid. The advantages of having 
property tax pay for all local and county expenses 
is that the taxes are reliable.  
 
Policy Implications  
Because the property tax covers county and local 
government expenses, New Jersey residents have 
faced increasing tax hikes on property taxes. 
Between 2004 and 2006, residents saw seven 
percent per year tax growth. In 2011, Governor 
Christie put a two percent cap on property tax 
growth. 
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�x Lawmakers can put a 25 percent tax rate in 
effect, which is then phased- in over three to 
five years. 

�x The new tax revenue could cut the property tax 
in half. Instead of paying $8,500 annually, it 
could be only $4,200 a year for property tax 

�x The marijuana industry should be regulated, 
just like the alcohol industry.  

 
Conclusion  
The only way to make the cost of living in New 
Jersey more affordable is if there is a new tax 
introduced, and the marijuana industry is the way 
to make the state affordable for all of the residents 
of New Jersey.    
 

 
“Map-of-US-state-cannabis-laws” by Lokal_Profil licensed under 

CC BY-SA 2.5. 
�Ö Jurisdiction with legalized cannabis 
�Ö Jurisdiction with both medical and decriminalization laws 
�Ö Jurisdiction with legal psychoactive medical cannabis 
�Ö Jurisdiction with legal non-psychoactive medical cannabis 
�Ö Jurisdiction with decriminalized cannabis possession laws 
�Ö Jurisdiction with total cannabis prohibition 

 Marked states have only legal non-psychoactive medical 
cannabis 
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Legalization of Marijuana  
Jason Artrip  

The main issue at hand is that marijuana is illegal. 
To understand this issue better the history of 
marijuana in the country and why it’s illegal must 
be looked at. Marijuana was first made illegal in the 
city of El Paso, Texas in 1915. The drug was 
starting to be banned due to the increasing use of it 
by the Mexican immigrants at the time. The country 
believed that it caused the immigrants to go crazy. 
Slowly, the whole country started to ban marijuana. 
This was all based on racist ideologies put out by 
the media and government. The government at the 
time had lifted the prohibition ban; this left an 
entire governmental office completely with no 
purpose. Harry Anslinger who was the head of the 
Department of Prohibition was trying to find a 
purpose for his department so he joined in on the 
attack on marijuana.   
 
 

 
“Drug Bottle Containing Cannabis” is Public Domain (PD-1996). 

Currently in New Jersey, marijuana is illegal for 
recreational use, but it is available for medical use. 
The process to get medical marijuana in New 
Jersey, however, is a very long and painful process; 
therefore, it is easier to get it on the streets. Since 
people are turning to the streets for the drug, they 
may not be receiving only marijuana. Sometimes it 
could be laced with other drugs like cocaine or 
opiates.  
 
The criminal effects of marijuana are severely 
hurting New Jersey. In 2010, New Jersey spent over 
$127 million dollars on enforcing marijuana 
possession laws. That is a giant waste of tax payer 
dollars for something that does not cause any harm 
while under the influence. In the state of New 
Jersey, nearly every 21 minutes someone is 
arrested for a marijuana-related crime. The 
criminal justice system is broken because it cannot 
handle the overcrowded court rooms and prisons 
for the high amount of marijuana offences that 
occur. The penalty in New Jersey for marijuana 
possession can be anything from a fine to jail time 
to even deportation in certain cases. These laws 
need to be reformed and changed to match the 
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The most rapid change that needs to happen is for 
law enforcement officers to stop all arrests or 
investigations that are based on marijuana charges. 
An age of 21 will be set as the age when one can 
purchase and recreationally use marijuana. 
 
Medical use shall be granted to all so that people 
with diseases that can benefit from the drug are 
given the treatment they need.  
 
Now that New Jersey has a plan for the legal side of 
the drug, they need to plan a distribution side. The 
drug will be sold at dispensaries that get their 
marijuana from many different sources. They can 
self-grow or buy from a licensed farmer.  
 
The state of New Jersey should also follow what the 
state of Colorado did when it came to the taxation 
of marijuana. Colorado taxes the drug and then the 
state votes on what to spend that tax money on. 
They can vote to spend it on anything from 
education to roads and bridges. This vote happens 
every year before taxes are due.  
 
Conclusion  
 
The state of New Jersey would clearly benefit from 
the legalization of marijuana. Most of the state is 
for it, except for the current governor, who will be 
out of office soon. The marijuana legalization isn’t 
an argument of whether it will happen it, rather 
how soon it will happen.  
 
 
References 
Benson, Thor. (2015). “The Real Reason Why Marijuana is 
Illegal in the U.S.” attn.:. June 28.  

Marijuana Policy Project. (2017). “New Jersey.” March 17.  



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Pulaski_Skyway_at_NJ_TPK,_Newark.jpg
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Recommendation  
I am recommending that New Jersey legalization 
recreational marijuana and dedicate 100% of the 
tax revenue to infrastructure improvements, until 
the state receives a B or better grade from ASCE.     
 
Allocation of Tax Revenue from Marijuana 
Legalization of recreational marijuana proved in 
many cases (Colorado, Washington, etc) to provide 
a deep well of financial resources for governments. 
These resources are vital for improving the 
finances of the state of New Jersey.  
 
With that said, the resulting funds need to be 
effectively allocated to the most pressing 
infrastructure problems. Thus, I recommend that 
areas receiving the lowest grades by the ASCE 
receive the largest shares of marijuana tax 
revenues. 

�x Transit and Levees (D -)

http://www.infrastructurereportcard.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/NJ-Report-Card-Brochure-Final.compressed.pdf
http://www.infrastructurereportcard.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/NJ-Report-Card-Brochure-Final.compressed.pdf
https://www.leafly.com/news/politics/one-year-later-the-positives-and-negatives-of-colorados-legal-rec
https://www.leafly.com/news/politics/one-year-later-the-positives-and-negatives-of-colorados-legal-rec
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Cannabis_Station.JPG
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As we move through the calendar year of 2017, it is 

https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2015/crime-in-the-u.s.-2015
https://www.aclu-nj.org/files/8813/8980/8519/2014_01_15_MarijuanaArrests_NJ.pdf
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Approaches  
This brief will focus on two approaches that the 
pioneer states of Colorado and Washington have 
used with their implementation of legal marijuana.  
 
The Washington Approach 
Washington State maintains clear separation 
between pot growers, processors, and retailers. 
Washington also still forbids home production. This 
is largely due to the fear of lost tax revenues due to 
home cultivation. No local government opt out; this 
means local counties cannot forbid marijuana 
businesses from operating in their county. The 
barriers to entry are relatively low, making the 
market relatively easy for companies to enter.  

 
“Colorado” by ErgoSum88 is Public Domain. 

The Colorado Approach 
Colorado allows entrepreneurs to produce 
cannabis and sell it at retail, and such businesses 
are actually required to produce the majority of the 
pot they sell; Colorado allows adults to grow up to 
six cannabis plants at home (or 12 plants per 
household). Local governments can opt out giving 
local counties the power to disapprove of 
marijuana businesses in their county. The state also 
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Legalization of Marijuana  
Erica Naranjo  

What it is  
Marijuana is classified as a schedule-1 drug 
federally. It is defined as “the dried leaves and 
flowering tops of the pistillate hemp plant that 
yield THC and are smoked in cigarettes for their 
intoxicating effect” (Merriam-Webster). It is used 
by people every day to get high which is defined as 
“excited or stupefied by or as if by a drug” 
(Merriam-Webster). The controversy over the 
legalization of it is widespread with strong 
opinions coming from both sides. 
 
 
Views of New Jersey Politicians  
NJ Senate President Stephen Sweeney took a trip to 
Colorado and liked the results of the legalization of 
marijuana. He likes how safe and profitable it is. It 
has reduced drug related crimes by 80% and has 
given the state of Colorado $135 million in tax 
revenue. Those statistics ado (io)3 (tatiso)3 (s)2 (l)3 (ts)2  (3)6w,66e- 
0 Tc 0 TwE6(5)6n3 (s)2 1 byfr Tw 0.24 0 Td
198(s)2 (ed)7 ( )]8Tw ( )Tj
0.1 (e a10 (p)-)3 ( an2 Tw 12 -0 0 12 34.2308 Tw 4.76 3 (s)2 ( a02 Tc g Tw 12.810.018 d)-3 ( l)3 ne)10 ( o)3, ( m)4 (il)3 (l)5.43 drug

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:New_Jersey_State_House.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:CannabisAmericana_JLHopkins_B.jpg
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Officers can focus and be more successful at 
enforcing the law when it is a smaller age group to 
target. If marijuana is legal recreationally, the legal 
age would be presumably 21 but teenagers will still 
use it. That sounds a like a big problem but it is not 
as bad as it sounds. Officers will be cracking down 
on young people's use of cannabis rather than the 
entire population. And people over the age 18 and 
under the age of 21 will not  find themselves in 
prison for 10 years after being caught with weed on 
their  person, so you will have less people 
incarcerated. It is a very positive situation from a 
lot of different angles. If marijuana is regulated 
instead of staying prohibited, it will do a lot more 
good than bad for our society. 
 
Conclusion  
In conclusion, my policy proposal is to make this 
drug legal for recreational and medical use. All of 
the reasons that I think it is a good idea are listed 
above. The problems it 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:No_Alcohol_under_21.png
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Recreational Marijuana in New Jersey  
Alexander Stevens  

Twenty-six States and the District of Colombia have 
broad laws legalizing Marijuana in some way. Some 
states have decriminalized and others have medical 
marijuana laws. 
 
New Jersey has an overcrowding problem in its 
jails and prisons that can easily be improved with 
marijuana legalization. 

 
Source: Wing (2015). 

 
As you can see in the figure above, there are a large 
number of arrests for the Class 1 drug Marijuana. 
This creates a serious overcrowding problem in our 
local jails and .5 (eat)a. 
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The tax could be similar to the federal 

http://www.drugpolicy.org/news/2015/07/marijuana-legalization-washington-state-one-year-status-report
http://www.drugpolicy.org/news/2015/07/marijuana-legalization-washington-state-one-year-status-report
mailto:http://fortune.com/2016/02/11/marijuana-billion-dollars-colorado/
mailto:http://fortune.com/2016/02/11/marijuana-billion-dollars-colorado/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2017/04/19/11-charts-that-show-marijuana-has-truly-gone-mainstream/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2017/04/19/11-charts-that-show-marijuana-has-truly-gone-mainstream/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sponsor-story/motley-fool/2016/05/17/motley-fool-marijuana-stats/84326712/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sponsor-story/motley-fool/2016/05/17/motley-fool-marijuana-stats/84326712/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/marijuana-arrests-2014_us_560978a7e4b0768126fe6506
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/marijuana-arrests-2014_us_560978a7e4b0768126fe6506
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The Economic Benefits of Marijuana  
James Vicari  

Issue 
Marijuana is currently a Schedule 1 drug under the 
U.S. Controlled Substances Act, meaning it is has no 
possible medicinal use. This makes research on the 
benefits of marijuana incredibly difficult. It is 
medically legal in New Jersey, but it is not legal 
recreationally. In addition, the Rutgers Economic 
Advisory Service has predicted that New Jersey will 
experience a “weaker looking” economy through 
2026. The legalization of marijuana will not single-
handedly reverse that trend, but it will certainly 
benefit the New Jersey economy.  
 
Policy Implications  

http://www.gallup.com/poll/165539/first-time-americans-favor-legalizing-marijuana.aspx
http://www.gallup.com/poll/165539/first-time-americans-favor-legalizing-marijuana.aspx
https://www.flickr.com/photos/bytemarks/5409428957
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“Legalize Marijuana Campaign

http://www.nj.com/politics/index.ssf/2016/11/njs_economy_may_weaken_over_next_decade_report_somy_41tml><</S/URI/URI(http://www.nj.com/politics/index.ssf/2016/11/njs_economy_may_weaken_over_next_decade_report_somy_41tml><</S/URI/URI(http://wwronom.rutgsey<</A hotos/dannybirchall/6371778045)>><</S/URI/URI(http://www.nj.com/politics/iO35myAnn.fjhCO)>>547 245.536 591.152 257.26]/StructParent 150/Subtyper-legalizing-marijuana.aspx)>><</Sm-Nove-aot>><</A 67541 (https://www.flickr.com/photos/dannybirchall/63717780485 828ressed8rdew1http:2/H/I/eww.J6l/Re_wp6371e78/A 700 0  72.ade.0 7226e-a278 7.BS<</S/S/Type/Bor6er/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[319.95 205.414 525.202 217.137]/StructParent 131/Subtype/Link/Type<</1a27892.1068277.B7BS<</S/S/Type/Border/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[418.189 174.918 591.152 186.642]/StructParent 146/Subtype/Li4/S/URI/URI(h<</S/URI/0/TyS<</S/S/Type/Bord8imedia.org/wiki/File:No_Alcohol_under_21.png)>>[/Indexed 467 0 R 64 168 0 R]<</Eastmedia.rg/wiPrisonNew0]/H/I/Rect[9625437 416.226 420.014 427.95]/StructParent 153/Subtype/Lin.113URI/A 883fly..1405 1 72(https://www.flick61cy.org/news/2015/07/marijuana-legalization-wasr-ssonr_nex><</ordemy_41tml>25/wRI(hdo-/W 0>>vicURIsiltnt-from-/W 00>>/11/njs_economy_may_weaken_oseom/pca.oprojpe/ 64 1/W 00>>/-juscademmocent11/njs_economy_may_weakprosppe/ 64 1/URicle/radem/S/Ttragedy-quothin9/fi-statea.or011/njs_economy_may_weaken_oe-Fiozolawreview0_nex.com/pol35-(htCHREIBERSDORF.35.3 591.152 2_economy_may_weaken_oe-Fiozolawreview0_nex.com/pol35-(htCHREIBERSDORF.35.3 591.152 2_economy_may_weaken_oe-Fiozolawreview0_nex.com/pol35-(htCHREIBERSDORF.35.3 591.152 2_economy_may_weakprosppe/ 64 1/URicle/radem/S/Ttragedy-quothin9/fi-statea.or011/njsA 738 95 205.414 525.202 217.137]/StructParent 131/Subtype/Link/Type<0.5ot>386.674 278.29BS<</S/S/Type/Bor66com/photos/dannybirchall/6371778045)>><</S/URI/URI(quS/S R _nexlibra/A jour>>//1P3-/fi63108ml>/W 00>>/-juscademre)>>m-I(hrdercrossrcs/i)juana-legalization-wasr-ssonr_nex><</ordemy_41tml>25/wRI(hdo-/W 0>>vicURIsiltnt-from-/W 00>>/11/njs_economy_may_wURI/URI(quS/S R _nexlibra/A jour>>//1P3-/fi63108ml>/W 00>>/-juscademre)>>m-I(hrdercrossrcs/i)juana-legalization-wasen_oehronicler_nex><Ricle/Why-CW 00>>/-JuscademIspol2ink8511/njsA 731.547 245.536 591.152 257.26]/StructParent 150/Subtype/Link/2625248.84t>><</2 702<0.5otS<</S/S/Type/Bor6er/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[326.654 286.707 591.152 298.431]/StructParent 152/Subtype/L53.2inRI/7.126.aot.6t>>2nk/BS<</S/S/Type/Bor62r/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[329.95 205.414 525.202 217.137]/StructParent 131/Subtype/Link/Typenk/B 4/A not>237.12BS<</S/S/Type/Bor6er/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[6 1095 205.414 525.202 217.137]/StructParent 131/Subtype/Link/Type37.12B>><</2 70248.84tS<</S/S/Type/Bor6er/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[337.506 103.073 580.585 114.797]/StructParent 135/Subtype/Link018.3ink/t>><83.20 5078./BS<</S/S/Type/Bor72r/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[328.189 174.918 591.152 186.642]/StructParent 146/Subtype/Lot.297 278.29B<</S/U5eFont0/BS<</S/S/Type/Bor6er/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[426095 205.414 525.202 217.137]/StructParent 131/Subtype/Link/Typeont0/B>><0.10722 7 R/BS<</S/S/Type/Bor6er/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[330.886 145.471 591.152 157.195]/StructParent 144/Subtype/Ld 178622 7 R/B>><</2 70ink/469 0 R]<</S/URI/UR6er/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[436095 205.414 525.202 217.137]/StructParent 131/Subtype/Link/Typink/469.3i 1789.337.1/BS<</S/S/Type/Bor7er/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[33.0615 77.0654 193.999 88.7891]/StructParent 129/Subtype/L4 72.337.1/B>><</2 70i4</A yS<</S/S/Type/Bor7kimedia.org/wiki/File:Cannabis_Station.JPG)>><</A 661 0 R/BS<</S/S/Type/Border/WADX_prison_cell0]/H/I/rder/W 0>>/Border[ype/A78.51 /Rect[6 <<437 416.226 420.014 427.95]/StructParent 153/Subtype/Lin4.2500 A 8427877.8050083.56BS<</S/S/Type/Bor73com/photos/dannybirchall/6371778045)>><</S/URI/URI(hrwS/Typhotos/my_427 0  0 growa.orlockfi-down/youth-s_deca/Aj.cofineme/B-jail/S/S/Tprison/S/cross-united)/6371778045)>><</S/URI/URI(hrwS/Typhotos/my_427 0  0 growa.orlockfi-down/youth-s_deca/Aj.cofineme/B-jail/S/S/Tprison/S/cross-united)/6371778045)>><</S/URI/URI(nom/S/TyppubateRI(mas/s_deca/Aj.cofineme/B-A 661 -mis.cocepI(masS/S/Temerga.orsafem/lter>>Borde)/6
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With these programs implemented, inmates will 
not have to struggle to get on their feet and stay out 
of trouble.  
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The Cost of Solitary Confinement: Does the SHU fit?  
David Yoon  

Issue 

In 1913, Philadelphia’s Eastern State Penitentiary 
discontinued its isolation cages due to its impacts on 
the mental stability of the prisoners. The men and 
women who experienced prolonged isolation 
engaged in self-harm, suffered from paranoia, panic 
attacks, and developed hostile fantasies about 
revenge. The political and social unrest in 1960s 
incentivized the return of its systematized use in U.S 
prison through immense expansion of supermax 
facilities. Despite the claimed studies showing lack of 
external stimuli and social interaction attributed to 
exacerbated symptoms of depressive/mental 
disorders, this practice became one of the main 
disciplinary methods. Depending on the duration of 
confinement, the exposed prisoners were unable to 
adjust back into communities following their release. 
Researchers observed the mental health and 
behaviors of the prisoners before the solitary 
confinement and afterwards. Increased incidence of 
violence towards other prisoners and staff, and 
practice of self-harm were correlated with prolonged 
isolation. 
 
Policy Implication 

NJ State lawmakers and chapter of the ACLU had 
attempted to ban the use of isolated confinement, 
unless there is reasonable cause to believe that the 
inmate or others would be at risk of serious harm. In 
2016, Governor Christie vetoed the legislative 
measure, stating that New Jersey’s policy is 
significantly different from the inhumane conditions 
of other states. Observing the current “restrictive 
housing units,” existing in NJ and their conditions, no 
distinction is made in their structure from the other 
states’ solitary confinement. The benefits of isolated 
confinement are far outweighed by the social and 
economic costs. The use of isolation units as a 
substitute for rehabilitation has an enduring impact 
on both the prisoners and state residents.  

 

Theme 1: Reduce the practice of solitary 
confinement and subject guiding principles to its 
conditions.   

• The National Commission on Correctional Health Care 
(NCCHC) and the American Psychiatric Association 
(APA) found detainees in solitary confinements were 
seven times more likely to harm themselves than other 
prisoners.  

• 
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Solitary Confinement in New Jersey  
Ben Adiletto, MSW  

 Issue 
Solitary confinement for extended periods of time 
is a cruel punishment that predates the modern 
justice system and is shown to have a detrimental 
effect on the mental health of those who endure it. 
Contemporary uses of solitary confinement include 
punishment for prison offenses, as well as 
protective custody for vulnerable individuals. The 
use of extended solitary confinement, which is 
sometimes referred to as restrictive housing units, 
for a period of longer than 15 days is considered 
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Recommendations  
The Isolated Confinement and Restrict Act 
represents a progressive step in New Jersey that 
both houses of legislature have supported. Passage 
by the governor would show that the best interests 
of the residents of New Jersey are considered when 
making policy decisions. This is an evidence-based 
policy  that has backing from scientific research 
and examples of positive results from other 
states that have implemented similar reforms. 
 
Conclusion  
The enactment of the Isolated Confinement 
Restriction Act would move New Jersey’s prison 
system into more humane and effective future. The 
current practices leave inmates in significantly 
worse mental and physical states than when they 
entered. Without strict requirements, solitary 
confinement is used frequently as a punitive 
measure with little to no regard for inmate safety 
or well-being. As seen by the states that have 
already implemented reforms to their solitary 
confinement practices, New Jersey’s prisons would 
cut taxpayer costs and be safer for inmates and 
staff. 
 
References 
Shalev, Sharon. (2011). “Solitary Confinement and Supermax 
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The Future of Police Body Mounted Cameras  
Jessica Jones   

The topic of Body Mounted Cameras (BMCs) has 
recently captured public and policymaker 
attention.  While serious concern has been voiced 
regarding the privacy of the individuals involved in 
recordings using BMCs, the benefits of their 
implementation outweigh the costs.  Funding 
appears to be the one major hurtle to overcome 
regarding wider spread use of the technology, due 
to the expensive equipment required to 
successfully use BMCs. This brief examines the 
likely impact that the implementation of BMCs has 
on the general public, future court proceedings and 
possible policy responses.  
 
Introduction  
Previous studies have concluded that police shifts 
without cameras experienced twice as many 
incidents as shifts with cameras.  This has been 
attributed to a “civilizing” effect on both officers 
and civilians, who find being recorded to be a 
reminder to conduct themselves in a less hostile 
manner. 
 
There is also the potential for the cameras to be 
used while addressing race relations in connection 
to police brutality. Research found that the use of 
cameras lowered the use of force by half provided 
expedited case resolution that would otherwise be 
based on differing verbal accounts of what 
happened with little to no evidence.   
 
The first police department in the United States to 
implement BWCs in Rialto, California, saw an 88 
percent decline in complaints against officers while 
use-of-force incidents plummeted to 60 percent in 
2012.  This occurred within the span of a yearlong 
study in which showed the radical changes of 
behavior in both civilians and officers.  
 

 
 

With this knowledge, the next course of action is 
the implement a wider use of BMCs, considering 
proof of the device being effective would be nearly 
impossible to obtain, without instances to go off of.   
 
With several empirical studies reporting success in 
the use of BMCs, many of which build upon one 
another, there should be enough supporting 
evidence to conclude that using this technology to 
the advantage of many would be worth the 
investment of the cameras, which cost upwards of 
one thousand dollars for a single camera.   
 
The cameras themselves will influence police 
accountability, data control, regulation, risk 
management and surveillance.  It has also been 
pointed out that possible benefits of their use 
would include police transparency, improved 
interactions with citizens and complaint resolution.  
With face-based evidence supporting either side of 
a case fairly, as the justice system originally 
intended, the cost-effect should be a fairly straight-
forward positive effect to consider.    
 
Policy Conclusions  

�x First, the safety and wellbeing for both 
civilians and officers using BMCs must be 
ensured, so that the main benefit of 
implementing the devices remains intact.  

�x Second, more ongoing and thorough 
research through the means of case studies 
must be enacted, so that future policies have 
solid grounds on which to  

�x Third, a collaborative effort between all 
involved parties, including county, state and 
government will make the set goals and 
milestones more attainable in future stages 
of policy planning and implementation. 

 
 



56 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  

�x Existing evidence has shown a “civilizing” 
effect on both officers and civilians, who 
have been made aware that they are being 
recorded. 

�x BMCs hold the potential to simplify and 
shorten the process of court hearings with 
no witnesses, due to providing factual video 
and audio evidence. 

�x BMCs hold the potential to simplify and 
shorten the process of court hearings with 
no witnesses, due to providing factual video 
and audio evidence. 

Actions for Civil Society  
�x Coordinate amongst county, state and 

government to facilitate successful 
developmental improvements in 
implementation of the devices. 

�x Facilitate improved relations between the 
police force and the community it exists 
within, so that the occurrence of hostile 
situations is lowered. 

�x Ensure that any agency that chooses to 
adopt BWC policies do so with the benefit of 
input from the public and local 
policymakers. 

�x Closely examine the cost-effectiveness of 
providing BMCs as well storing footage. 

�x Allow stored footage to be easily obtainable 
to the public in the case of a court hearing 
that would use the footage to the advantage 
of both the defendant and plaintiff. 

�x  Examine cost-effectiveness of use of the 
device so that public funding is not wasted 
on ineffective methods. 





58 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



59 
 
 

 





61 
 
 

 

Sanctuary Cities: A C ommunity Policing Strategy  
Alejandra Londono  

Issue 
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Recommendation s 
In order to address the two main questions, I make 
the following recommendations: 

1. Analyze the benefits of sanctuary community 
policing strategies on a local level. They should 
be most effective in areas with large illegal 
populations. 

2. Allow local law enforcement to create 
community-policing strategies since these 
were created to facilitate the cooperation 
between the community and law enforcement 
to create a safe environment for all. 

3. New Jersey should follow California or New 
York, which are open to sanctuary cities and 
have been supportive of community policing 
policies.  

4. New Jersey cities should continue their efforts 
to create a bond between the local law 
enforcement agencies and their communities, 
without undermining the federal law, but also 
being conscious that "don't ask, don't tell" 
policies have been effective in minor police 
interactions or for witnesses in other law 
infraction cases. 

5. Sanctuary cities should do everything possible, 
without conflicting with federal laws that will 
potentially lead to funding loss, to make their 
communities feel safe and included. 
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In a 2009 report form the Police Foundation, 70 
percent of “police chiefs believe that immigrant 
crime victims are less likely to contact local police 
than other members of the community.” This is an 
alarming statistic, undermining unalienable human 
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 
Additionally, sanctuary cities and other federal 
actions have sparked debate on the proper role of 
state and local agencies enforcing federal law. The 
two major questions that need to be addressed are:   

1) T
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New Jersey’s ‘Aid in Dying for the Terminally Ill ’ Act  
Kevin Brady  

Each year, many New Jersey residents are given the 
awful news that some terminal disease is quickly 
killing them, and their time is short. As if this news 
is not bad enough, what is worse is the realization 
that they more than likely will die in a
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Veterans’ Diversion in New Jersey  
Peter Ananko  

Introduction  
Veteran diversion programs are desperately 
needed in New Jersey, as the state is home to 
712,000 veterans, the 16th highest veteran 
population among the states. We owe it to our New 
Jersey veterans to have a program like this, as it is 
something that will not only improve their lives, 
but also their families. 9% of people in the New 
Jersey criminal justice system are veterans. 82% of 
those veterans in the criminal justice system are 
eligible for VA services. 

Figure: Living U.S. Veterans by Period of Service 

 
U.S. Dept. of Veterans Affairs. (2016). Table 2L. National Center 

for Veterans Analysis and Statistics. 

What are Diversion Programs?  
They divert veteran soldiers, airmen, sailors, 
marines, and coast guardsmen, be it reserve or 
active, involved in the criminal justice system from 
prison, to reduce veterans’ involvement in future 
crimes, and place them into appropriate 
rehabilitative alternatives. A veteran, as defined 
from the Department of Veterans Affairs, is a 
person “who has served in the active military, and 
has been discharged or released therefrom under 
conditions other than dishonorable.” New Jersey is 
one of only ten states that do not offer a diversion 
program specifically for veterans. States such as 
Ohio, California, and Florida already have their own 
programs. 
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Recommendation 2: Implement  Diversion 
Programs into our Regular Court System  
 

�x Similar to previous recommendation, this will 
be offered to veterans regardless of combat 
service. 

�x Monthly court appearances. 

�x 
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Deprogramming: Veterans Deserve It  
Andre S. Daigle, U.S. Navy Retired, YN1(AW)  

 
U.S. Navy photo by Ensign Courtney Avon is Public Domain 

 
Summary  
Every veteran is unique; every veteran needs to be 
treated as such to ensure they are thoroughly 
deprogrammed while on active duty to properly 
prepare him or her for reentry into the civilian 
sector.  The military programs their service 
members for war, prepares them to make the 
ultimate sacrifice for this country, but they are not 
given the same opportunity to be deprogrammed.  
The government spends enormous amounts of 
money to ensure soldiers are combat ready, but 
falls short in spending the same amount of money 
to deprogram them. 
 
Statement  
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�x Veterans feeling appreciated and welcomed 
back to the civilian sector 

�x Veterans being educated on all state/county 
benefits/discounts/programs 
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Public School Funding for Grades K -12 
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Licensed under CC0 Public Domain 

Conclusion  
The current way that public schools are funded in 
New Jersey is unequal and inefficient. The current 
solution to help districts is not practical, 
considering that there are only 31 Abbott districts 
and about 600 total school districts in New Jersey.   
 
The best solution for these problems is for New 
Jersey to become an “equalized funding state”. 
Meaning, a general statewide tax is put into place 
and the state decides how much to budget to 
schools, rather than basing it on district wealth. 
Also, funding 
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Common Core in New Jersey  
Leighanna Ritter  

Defining Common Core  
Common Core are standards for K-12 grades in 
mathematics and language arts. The standards 
were created by a nonprofit organization called 
Achieve, Inc., which stemmed from the Council of 
Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) and the 
National Governors Association (NGA). Common 
Core’s goal is to make students more college and 
career ready. For each grade and subject, the 
standards are formed as expectations for what a 
student should be learning in a given school year. 
Students are then tested to determine if they reach 
these standards by the end of the year. Though 
Common Core was not created and implemented by 
the federal government, the U.S. Department of 
Education offered states an incentive if their state 
adopted the standards. Forty-five states have 
adopted Common Core standards thus far.  
 
New Jersey and Common Core 
Each state has flexibility to adjust the standards to 
their particular state’s needs. New Jersey adopted 
calls their program New Jersey Student Learning 
Standards. They implemented them in the 2013-
2014 school year and slight changes will take effect 
in 2017-2018.  
 
Problems with Common Core  

1) Teachers fall into a ‘teach to the test’ teaching 
style, limiting creativity in the classroom  

2) Insinuates all students learn the same way, 
creating a ‘one size fits all’ model.  

3) Unrepresentative work groups created the 
standards 

a. Example: college professors, teachers of 
another subject, board members of 
standardized tests, teachers who have 
not taught in over 10 years  

4) Burden on schools with limited resources  

   
 
 

Recommendation 1: Reevaluate the Work 
Groups 
Increase Representation 

�x Include teachers with relevant work 
experience, early childhood development 
professionals, English as a second language 
teachers, and special needs teachers 

�x Understand the attainability of the goals in 
schools with different socioeconomic status 

Why Begin Again? 
The creators of the standards were divided into 
separate work groups for each subject. Less than 
half of them were teachers in the subject2. It is 
evident that the working groups did not have the 
most recent and key knowledge in understanding 
student’s abilities. Creating new working groups 
allows states to acknowledge the shortcomings of 
the original standards and have a better idea on 
how to move forward with better expectations.  
 
Early Childhood Development Professionals as an 
Asset 
Certified early childhood development 
professionals understand three key components of 
learning: 

1. The characteristics and context of the learner 

2. Content of the subject matter 

3. The organization and facilitation of learning 
experiences3 

The standards have laid out a goal for teachers to 
push their students in order to successful. With the 
lack of creativity that the standards provide, their 
effectiveness is limited for students who learn 
differently . Early childhood development 
professionals provide a needed perspective on 
what it is like for students to grow up in school and 
the best way to educate them.  
 

 



72 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  

Test Results In New Jersey: Mathematics 
As the material has become harder, more than half 
of New Jersey students are barely meeting 
expectations and almost no students in New Jersey 
are exceeding it.  

 
Clark, Adam. (2015). “PARCC Scores: Most NJ Students Below 

Grade in Math, English.” NJ.com. October 20. 

 
Conclusion  
Enforcing standards in school is extremely 
important and it has always been a part of the New 
Jersey education system. However, the Common 
Core standards left too much out. Their program 
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Recommendation 2: Getting Back to Family  
A large issue that the city faces is that when its 
main clientele is there for gambling and drinking it 
is not exactly a very family-friendly  environment. 
Las Vegas is named “Sin City” and has the tagline 
“What Happen in Vegas Stays in Vegas,” however 
the city’s family fun attractions is where it succeeds 
and AC fails. Vegas has magic shows, amusement 
parks, shopping centers, and restaurants as far as 
one can see. Beyond the prostitution and the heavy 
gambling influence that give Sin City its name, 
Vegas actually has a lot going on for all types of 
visitors.  
 
A similar path that Atlantic City could take is to fill 
the family void. First, instead of just having 
periodic appearances by celebrity bands, 
comedians, and magicians at random times of the 
year, try securing long-term engagements. Some 
Vegas engagements last a decade or more. Atlantic 
City needs to compete with the growing 
performance traffic that Philadelphia, Secaucus, 
and Edison generate.  
 
Atlantic City could explore the following additional 
options to revitalize for family: 

�x Transform the boardwalk into something 
people want to use for the months it is open 

�x Build amusement parks and waterparks in 
the now defunct casinos  

�x  
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Atlantic City Takeover and Income Inequality  
Derek Straga  

Recommendations  
With investors such as Hard Rock International, 
R&R Development group, NJ Gas and even Stockton 
University building within the city , some hope that 
the state takeover would payoff remains. These 
investments are not only signs that people believe 
the city is rebounding, but will also rewire the 
distribution of wealth within the city. With new 
influxes of people come influxes of money. Stockton 
would bring students and their families from all 
over New Jersey, and beyond, to spend their money 
in the city.  

Recommendation 1: New Tax Incentive Targeting 
Businesses Operating in the City 
The hope for this is that new businesses seize an 
opportunity to come into the city, businesses that 
may specialize in affordable housing would be 
included, these businesses would build within the 
city and better living conditions could be attained 
by the almost 50% of residents making less than 
$25,000 a year.   

Recommendation 2: Monetize the Water Supply 
Current studies show that this would be worth 
around $100 million to the city. The law stipulates 
that the Municipal Utility Authority  and other ones 
like it cannot be sold for a year in order to 
maximize the value of offers for it.  

Recommendation 3: Open a Charter School 
Right now, the cost to the taxpayers to send 
children within the city to public schools is on 
average $26,000 per student. This seems 
unnecessarily expensive for such a terrible 
education. 14% of students at Atlantic City High 
School tested proficient in Math, 27% proficient in 
English, and only about 67% of the students 
graduate. 

Background  
The Municipal Stabilization & Recovery Act, the 
piece of legislation that allowed the state takeover 
of the municipal government of Atlantic City, was 
enacted in November of 2016. This brief will give a 
short background on the Act and suggest new 
measures for the state to better fulfill its goals of 
stabilizing the financial situation of the city.  
 
The focus of this Act was to keep the city from 
defaulting on its debt payments by saving as much 
money as possible. The city has seen its debt 
balloon into about $500 million and watched its tax 
base crumble. This act gives the state sweeping 
power over financial decisions, authority to sell 
municipally owned assets, fire workers and break 
union contracts. So far, the takeover has cut 
funding to fire and police departments, which laid 
off about 100 firefighters and 24 police officers. 
The proposal also included salary cuts, elimination 
of payouts for unused sick time, and a different 
heath plan. This has saved the city millions of 
dollars, but also puts public safety at risk according 
to some city officials. Furthermore, the tax 
settlement with Borgata ended with the city only 
paying out $72 million, when the city initially owed 
$165 million, resulting in the city keeping an extra 
$93 million to resolve its outstanding debt. Because 
of developments such as these, S&P has boosted the 
city’s credit rating to “CC”. However, S&P also says 
that there is still a 1 in 2 chance of the city 
defaulting on its bond payments in the next year.  
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Once a municipality declares bankruptcy, it still has 
to get its fiscal house in order. The city must still 
balance its budget, pay its legal bills and deal with 
liabilities such as bonds or pensions. Many cities 
have declared bankruptcy and seemed to have 
made a substantial comeback, so it would not be 
the end of Atlantic City. The only thing is that if 
bankruptcy were declared by the city, it would 
most like
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Conclusion 
 
 Elections are important events for the future of a polity, and this 

fall will be no different for New Jersey. At the very least, the Governor’s 

Office will experience a transfer of power and the legislature will also see 

new faces replace some long-standing members. The purpose of this 

report is to elevate the voice of New Jersey’s college students during the 

election and as the new government begins its business. Granted, this is 

merely a beginning. The above survey and policy briefs represent the 

perspectives of a small cross-section of the state’s students. But the 

report provides a foundation for considering how to engage students in 

more than the fundamental acts of citizenship, like voting.  

Students can also have a voice in the challenging policy debates 

facing Trenton. Students require institutional resources to play a 

meaningful role in policy debates. Stockton is not the only state 

institution with a center focused on state and local politics and policy. If 

the state and its institutions of higher education wish to foster engaged 

citizens, policy centers can provide the resources for doing so. There are 

ample opportunities for faculty and centers to work together for the 

purpose of elevating student voices. Doing so requires creative thinking 

and energy. It also requires willingness on the part of the institutions to 

invest resources into student work that is oriented to the public sphere. 

Institutions fund undergraduate and graduate scholarly research, thus it 
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can do so also for research meant for public and policymaker 

consumption.  

 It is cliché, but Millennials and Generation Z are the future of New 

Jersey’s government and businesses. Thus, understanding their desires 

and perspectives is important for ensuring that they will be willing to 

engage in politics in the future and mature into engaged citizens who 

contribute to their state. Furthermore, the state, like many others, faces 

substantial challenges in its future. Engaging students also means 

opening up the decision making process to a broad array of ideas. Doing 

so can result in new ideas and solutions that may not have emerged 

otherwise.  
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for student government. Requests for distribution of the survey within 

each institution were sent on the following dates: March 22, April 17, 

and May 8. While not every institution chose to send the survey to 

distribute the survey to its students, I received usable responses from 

the following schools: 

School  Number of Respondents  
Atlantic Cape Community College  1 
Brookdale Community College  1 
Camden County College  140  
Hudson County Community College  1 
Kean University  44  
Middlesex County College  1 
New Jersey City University  1 
Ocean County College  3 
Passaic County Community College 1 
Ramapo College of New Jersey  1 
Raritan Valley Community College  128  
Rowan College at Gloucester County  9 
Rowan University  2 
Rutgers (Any Campus)  4 
Stockton University  221  
The College of New Jersey  6 
William Patterson University  1 
Total  565  

The four most-represented institutions were Stockton University (221), 

Camden County College (140), Raritan Valley Community College (128), 

and Kean University (44). Kean’s count does not include the 160 

respondents from Dr. Keil’s survey. Thus, while the survey does not 

capture students at all institutions, it does include input from students 

in different geographical locations and types of schools (two- and four-

year). A total of 97 percent of respondents indicated being New Jersey 

residents.   
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Appendix B: Contributors 
 
The following students contributed policy briefs that were published in 
this report. Each student’s class standing is as of the spring semester 
2017. All students were enrolled at Stockton University.  
 
Heather Gordon is a senior Sociology & Anthropology major.  

Gavin Rossi is a junior undeclared major.  

Chanel Johnson is a sophomore Political Science major (Pre-Law 
concentration).  

Christopher Baran is a sophomore Criminal Justice major 

Christopher McVeigh is a junior Criminal Justice major.   

Isola Webbe is a senior Communication Studies major.  

Ryan Sims is a sophomore Political Science major.  

Charles Alyanakian is a senior Political Science major (Education 
concentration).  

Jason Artrip is a senior Political Science major (Pre-Law concentration). 

Thomas Clark is a sophomore Psychology major.  

Nickolas Johnson is a senior Business Studies major.  

Erica Naranjo is a sophomore Political Science major.  

Alexander Stephens is a junior Criminal Justice major (Homeland 
Security concentration).  

James Vicari is a junior Economics major with a Political Science minor.  

Security concentration).   
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