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 Debate on pending motions  
o Most parliamentary guides echo the suggestion outlined in Robert’s Rules that 

bodies adopt limitations to the number and time limits for members to speak to 
pending motions. 

o The time limit proposed has been specified after reviewing special rules adopted 
by a variety of other groups. 

o Past practice has been to recognize Faculty Senators first when debating pending 
questions, so this proposal just formalizes this practice. 

 General Discussion 
o It has been past practice for the Faculty Senate to engage in informal discussions. 

However, RRONR does not provide any mechanism to discuss a topic without a 
motion pending before an assembly. 

o The addition of a “General Discussion” agenda item with a fixed time limit and 
topic will formalize this practice and provide some guidelines as to how it operates. 

o This proposal has been adapted from similar rules that have been adopted by 
other Faculty governance bodies. 

 “Rules of order—whether contained in the parliamentary authority or adopted as special 
rules of order—can be suspended by a two-thirds vote… provided that the proposal is not 
in conflict with the organization’s bylaws (or constitution), with local, state, or national 


