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the funds to meet the reforestation requirements and interact with local, county or other state 
agencies whose lands the trees will be planted on.  Administrative costs incurred by the NJ 
Forest Service will be compensated by the state entity as agreed to in the memorandum of 
agreement mandated by the legislation.  This option may be allowable for the entire reforestation 
obligation or for just part of it, depending upon the scope of the project and the suitability of tree 
planting success on the altered site.  It is advisable that the state entity representative discusses 
the viability of this option with the program administrator prior to submitting the reforestation 
plan. 
 

Project Narrative 
 
The narrative section includes a description of the area that is scheduled for tree removal and a 
description of the proposed reforestation project/s. The intent of the law is to mitigate as much of 
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 Reforestation using seedlings or whip/container should only be proposed if the existing 

site is a seedling forest or an emerging forest, respectively, or the site slope or access 
would prevent the use of 2”-2.5” caliper trees. 

 
3. The amount of land in acres to be reforested off-site by the state entity, if applicable. A 
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References 
 
Hortus Third (Cornell University Press) is to be reference for plant names (Latin and common). 
 
American Association for Nurseryman (AAN) Standards for Nursery Stock (American 
Association of Nurserymen, publisher) is to be the reference for plant quality. 
 
Trees for New Jersey Streets (New Jersey Shade Tree Federation, publisher) is to be the 
reference for reforestation tree selection on county or municipal street right-of-ways. 

 
The most recent editions of the references shall be used. 
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Reforestation Landscape Drawings 
 

A scaled landscape drawing or blueprint of the proposed reforestation is required.  If the 
proposed plant material is container grown or balled and burlapped materia
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Reforestation Protection and Care Methods 

 
Reforestation protection and care methods shall be included in the plan to insure the long-
term survivability of the trees.  These shall include a narrative describing the methods to be 
utilized in caring for the trees during the establishment time period and a maintenance 
schedule.  This schedule should include items such as watering, mulching, weed control, 
stake removal or insect and disease control. A sample tree maintenance schedule can be seen 
in the appendix of these guidelines. 

 
The minimum survival rates, inspection time frames and replacement schedule of 
unhealthy trees text shown below must be incorporated into the reforestation protection 
and care section of the plan. 

 
The Forest Service and a representative of the state entity shall inspect the reforestation 
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Emerging Forest 
Any half-acre area that is predominately young trees having a dbh of 4” or less should be 
sampled.  The sample area must be representative of the total area.  The half-acre area shall 
be considered existing forested area if the density of the young trees would be 230 trees per 
half-acre or greater.  This would mean any 1/10th  acre sample plot with 46 or more live trees 
in it shall be considered existing forested area.  The square foot area of young tree coverage 
as determined using on-site measurement shall constitute the area used to determine 
reforestation quantities. 
 
Established Forest 
Any half-acre area that is predominately trees with a dbh greater than 4” shall be termed an 
established forest. Any established forest ½  acre plot that has 33% canopy cover or greater 
shall be considered existing forested area and counted for reforestation.  Any plot that has 
canopy cover less than 33% is not defined as a forested area and is not included for 
reforestation purposes. Any trees removed from plots that do not meet the minimum canopy 
coverage do not have to be replaced. 
 
Each standard ½ acre plot that falls within the limits of the project is evaluated for canopy 
coverage regardless of ownership boundary lines that may bisect the plot.  If the plot is 



No Net Loss Act 
P.L. 1993, c.106 (C.13:1L-14.2) 
 

wr





No Net Loss Act 
P.L. 1993, c.106 (C.13:1L-14.2) 
 

Conifer and Ornamental Tree 
Substitution Size List 

 
 

Screening Conifers 
 
Botanical Name   Common Name   Size 
Cupressocyparis leylandii  Leyland Cypress   8’-10’ 
Juniperus sp.    Junipers-Upright Varieties  7’-8’ 
Pinus strobus    Eastern White Pine   7’-8’  
Pinus thunbergiana   Japanese Black Pine   7’-8’ 
Psuedotsuga menziesii  Douglas-Fir    7’-8’ 
Picea abies    Norway Spruce   7’-8’ 
Picea pungens    Colorado Spruce   7’-8’ 
Thuja occidentalis   Arborvitae    8’-10’ 
Tsuga canadensis   Eastern Hemlock   7’-8’ 
 

 
Specimen Conifers and Broadleaf Evergreens 
 
Botanical Name   Common Name   Size 
 
Abies concolor   White Fir    7’-8’ 
Cedrus atlantica glauca  Blue Atlas Cedar   8’-10’ 
Cedrus deodora   Deodora Cedar   8’-10’ 
Cedrus libani    Cedar of Lebanon   8’-10’ 
Cryptomeria japonica   Japanese Cryptomeria   8’-10’ 
Ilex sp.     Holly Species    6’-7’ 
Larix sp.    Larch Species    8’-10’ 
Metasequoia glyptostroboides Dawn Redwood   8’-10’ 
Taxodium distichum   Bald Cypress    8’-10’ 
 
 

Ornamental Trees-Low Branched or Single Stem 
 
Botanical Name   Common Name   Size 
Cornus florida    Flowering Dogwood   7’-8’ 
Cornus kousa    Kousa Dogwood   7’-8’ 
Cornus mas    Conelian Cherry   7’-8’ 
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Conifer and Ornamental Tree 
Substitution Size List 

 
 

Multi- Stem Ornamentals 
 
Botanical Name   Common Name   Size 
Amelanchier sp.   Multi-Stem Serviceberry  7’-8’ 
Betula sp.    Clump Birch    10’-12’ 
Cercis canadensis   Clump Redbud   8’-10’ 
Chionanthus virginicus  Multi-Stem Fringetree   6’-7’ 
Magnolia sp.    Magnolias    7’-8’ 
Viburnum sp.    Viburnums-selected species  6’-8’ 

V. dentatum   Arrowwood Viburnum   
V. lantana   Wayfaring Tree    
V. lentago   Nannyberry 
V. prunifolium  Blackhaw Viburnum 
V. sieboldii   Sibold Viburnum 
 

 
Note:  This list may be used to equate multi-stem trees, broadleaf evergreens and conifers to the 
2”-2.5” caliper size shade trees required in reforestation plans for the No Net Loss Reforestation 
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Reforestation Plan Approval Process 
No Net Loss Act 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
    
 
 

 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Agency submits eight copies of the plan to NJ Forest Service 

Review by program coordinator 
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General Information Form 
No-Net Loss Reforestation Program 

 
 

Agency or Department Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Contact Person: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Title: __________________________________________________ 
 
 
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
                ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Telephone Number: _______________________________     Fax:____________________________________ 
 
 
E-Mail Address: __________________________________________________ 
 
 
Project Name:______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Estimated Project Start Date: _________________________       Estimated Project Duration: __________________ 
 
 
Project Location: __________________________________________(municipality/municipalities) 
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Off-Site Reforestation Form 
No-Net Loss Reforestation Program 

 
 

 
Off- 
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Reforestation Monetary Compensation 
No-Net Loss Reforestation Program 

 
 

 
State Entity ____________________________________________________________ 
Project Name __________________________________________________________ 

 
  

Total Forested Acreage Removed ______________________ 
 

  
Proposed Acreage Reforested On-Site ___________________ 

  
 

Proposed Acreage Reforested Off-Site __________________ 
 
 

 Proposed Acreage not Reforested 
   

Established Forest _____________________ 
 

   Emerging Forest ______________________ 
 
   Seedling Forest _______________________ 
 
 
 State Entity Financial Officer ________________________________________________ 
 
 
 Title _________________________________________________ 
 
 

Mailing Address ___________________________________________________________ 
 

             ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Telephone Number ________________________ Fax __________________________ 
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Criteria for Exemptions 
No-Net Loss Reforestation Program 

 
 

Standard Forestry Practices 
 The following activities are exempted from the no-net loss legislation as per N.J.S.A. 
13:1L-
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�x 
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Product Type: The way a tree purchased for reforestation is sold or packaged.  Examples are 
seedling, balled and burlapped, bare root whips and container grown. 
 
Reforestation: The reestablishment of trees into an area by direct seeding or planting. 
 
Seedling: An immature tree that is 24” or less in height. 
 
Seedling Forest: Any half-
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SAMPLE TREE PLANTING SPECIFICATIONS  
for the 

No Net Loss Reforestation Program 
 
1. GENERAL 
 
The contractor shall be liable for any damages to property caused by his operations and in 
the event of damages, he shall at his own expense restore all disturbed or damaged areas to 
their original condition.  All materials, equipment and personnel shall be limited to the 
work area defined by the project supervisor. 
 
Trees shall be free of damage as the result of handling or transportation. 
 
No substitution of plant material is allowed unless written permission is obtained from the 
project supervisor prior to the delivery date of the material. 
 
 All work shall conform to accepted horticultural practices as ultimately determined by the 
project supervisor. 
 
 
2. SCOPE OF WORK 
 
Work shall consist of: 
 
�x preparation of areas for planting 
�x furnishing and planting of specified trees, unless the contract is for planting only 
�x maintenance of plantings until acceptance by the project supervisor 
�x clean up and restoration of any disturbed areas to the condition prior to the contractor's 

operations 
 
 
3. SCHEDULING OF WORK  
 
The contractor shall submit a proposed work schedule to the project supervisor for 
approval at least seven (7) days prior to beginning operations.  After the schedule is 
accepted, no modifications will be permitted without written authorization from the project 
supervisor. 
 
The contractor shall arrange to confine his operations to normal working hours for the 
industry and no work will be permitted on Sundays or holidays without written 
authorization from the project supervisor. 
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4. PERSONNEL 
 
All personnel will be properly supervised in a manner that assures that the property is 
protected from damage that the safety of all personnel and the public is protected and that 
all contract work is done in a professional manner and according to accepted horticultural 
standards. 
 
 
5. PROTECTION OF UTILITIES  
 
Prior to any excavation or the driving of stakes into the ground, the contractor shall 
ascertain and have marked out the location of all underground utilities.  The contractor 
shall take proper precautions not to disturb or damage any sub-surface utilities. 
 
In the event that any sub-surface utilities are uncovered or damaged, the contractor shall 
immediately notify the project supervisor so that the contract work may be relocated or 
stopped until the damage can be repaired.  The contractor shall be financially responsible 
for any damage to utilities and structures and shall properly maintain the protection of 
same. 
 
 
6. MULCH  
 
Mulch shall be uniformly shredded hard wood.  All foreign material including twigs, 
stones, cans, soil, etc. shall be removed prior to spreading. 
 
 
7. LAYOUT  
 
All trees and shrubs shall be located as shown on the plans supplied by the project 
supervisor.  Should the contractor encounter obstructions of any nature, he shall notify the 
project supervisor who will arrange adjustments.  All adjustments to the plan must be 
authorized in writing. 
 
The project supervisor or his designee shall stake the exact planting location of each tree in 
accordance with the plans.  The staking and layout work shall be done sufficiently in 
advance of planting to avoid delays to the contractor. 
 
No planting holes shall be excavated in advance of planting operations.  The planting holes 
must be approved by the project supervisor prior to the start of the planting operation.  
Each plant shall be planted in an individual hole as specified.  All plants shall be set to 
ultimate finished grade so that they will bear the same relationship to finished grade as 
they bore to the natural grade before transplanting.  See the accompanying planting 
diagram for details. 
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8. WATER 
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16. MULCHING  
 
Shredded hardwood mulch supplied by the contractor shall be free of debris and shall be 
placed by the contractor around all plantings at the time of planting to a depth of three (3") 
inches as shown in the planting diagram.  Care shall be exercised to keep mulch two (2") 
inches away from the bases of all plantings.  After the mulching operation has been 
approved by the project supervisor, the mulch shall be thoroughly watered. 
 
 
17. PRUNING 
 
The contractor shall not prune any plant.   
 
 
18. CLEAN-UP  
 
During the course of operations, the Contractor shall remove from the property at his 
expense all excess and waste materials.  
Any damaged lawn areas or planting areas will be restored to their original condition by 
the contractor at his expense, if such damage is the result of the contractor's operations. 
 
 
19. INSPECTION FOR ACCEPTANCE 
 
Inspection: The contractor shall notify the project supervisor when planting is completed 
and shall request an inspection in order to determine whether or not the project meets the 
specifications contained herein.  If the work is acceptable, a written notice shall be 
provided stating so.  If deficiencies are found in the work, a list of items requiring attention 
shall be furnished to the contractor by the project supervisor.  The contractor shall correct 
the deficiencies within ten (10) days and a re-inspection shall be made.  This procedure 
will continue until the work is found acceptable. 
 
Acceptance: After inspection, the contractor will be notified in writing by the project 
supervisor of the acceptance of all work.  
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MULCHI NG 
Shredded hardwood mulch shall be the preferred type of mulch but other organic mulches 
may be used if approved by the project manager.  The mulch supplied by the contractor 
shall be free of debris and shall be maintained by the contractor around all plantings to a 
depth of three (3") inches as shown in the planting diagram for the entire maintenance 
period.  Care shall be exercised to keep mulch two (2") inches away from the base of all 
plantings. The mulch ring shall be maintained at a size of 36” in diameter. 
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3. MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE  
 
The contractor shall arrange to confine his operations to normal working hours for the 
industry and no work will be permitted on Sundays or holidays without written 
authorization from the project supervisor. 
 
 
4. PERSONNEL 
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Memorandum of Agreement 
Concerning Reimbursement of the New Jersey Department of Environmental 

Protection, Division of Parks and Forestry for Its Review and/or Implementation of 
Reforestation Plans Under the No Net Loss Reforestation Act, N.J.S.A. 13:1L-14.1 

et seq. 
 
This Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) is between the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
(NJDEP), Division of Parks and Forestry (NJP&F) and the NJ STATE ENTITY () in accordance with the 
requirements of the New Jersey No Net Loss Reforestation Act, N.J.S.A. 13:1D-14.1 et seq. 
 
TERMS OF THIS AGREEMENT 
 
1. STATE ENTITY shall submit a reforestation plan as required by the No Net Loss Reforestation Act, N.J.S.A. 

13:1D-14.1 et seq., to NJDEP-NJP&F for each deforestation project subject to the Act, in accordance with the 
provisions set forth in N.J.S.A.13:1D-14.2(a) & (b). 

 
2. NJP&F will complete reviews and/or implementations of a STATE ENTITY reforestation plan in accordance 

with the provisions set forth in N.J.S.A.13:1D-14.2. 
 
3. NJP&F agrees to make its staff available to participate in early project planning in order to enhance 

consideration of reforestation in the early stages of the project development process and to facilitate and 
maintain project schedules. 

 
4. NJDEP-



No Net Loss Act 
N.J.S.A. 13:1L-14.1 et seq. 

 
 
REIMBURSEMENT:  
 
STATE ENTITY agrees to reimburse the NJDEP-NJP&F for the actual labor hours that the NJDEP-NJP&F expends 
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